Or an ae 


of Wattertowne in New England, m the defence. of 
Anfanes BaAPTISME, denyicgthe crue Church to 
be formed by Baprifme, and afirmingit tobefor- 


ed by a Covenant a@ted by a com of belie. 
amoug#t themlelves. 


WHEREIN, | 
Is plainely difcovered that neither Infants Baptifine, 


nor yet fucha pee be 
_@ppointed m for any fu as toconititute 


As alfo that Baptifme of bel deveis, and that only is Gods ors a 


whereby true vifible Churches are rig ty conftj- 
and in their true being. 
 ByTHomas LamBE 


om of finnes sate yce Hoall reecove the gift the boly Ghoft, AR. 2, 38. 
He tha: beleevetb baptiled be faucd, Mar. 16.16, 
Then they that adiy received bis word were baptifed,aud the fame added to 
the tres A&, 2. 4r. shing 
And a3 {cone as they Philip grecebing she things concerning G | 
and the name of Iefus, bape bath men wom, 


‘Seen, and allowed by us, and in the 
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Reader, that defiveth 


the love of it, Grace and Peace be multiplyed in this. 
life with Salvatiou, and happinefe in the lifeto 
comethrough Jesvs CHRIST. 


S Religion 6 the meanes of Gods glory and mans 
 happines,fo ought 2t 10 be theprincipall care, fiudy 


(0 they may accomplilh the propoftd end; bat 


ufe of, to deceivecozen and cheate with the falfe colourable fhew, 
which thefe things bave with thofe that are more excellant, even fo 
veligion which is the moft excellent weans in the wor latending to the 
moft excellent end of all ; (viz.) the glory of the great God, andthe 


eternall falvation of foule and body atthe diy of judgement, 15 zor 
without the like falfe colorable fbew,wherwith Satan his miniflers: 


doedecerve, cheate, and cozen pore foules, and hereof st comes to 
pafje, hat men doe-afier a certaime manner takechaffe for wheat, 
drofjefor Gold,errour for truth, mans devifes for Gods pure Ords- 
nances and as errour in every [ubje dangerow , according to 


the mature of every SubjeG about which at  conver{ant.foin 


on it ws dangerous at being afub jek of the greatest. comfequence 


that can be: becaufle as it ameanes of Gods gliry and our 


tion, [oit muft bee a true meanes tending the accomplilbmens of 


the propofed end, or orberwsfe we {ball not only mille the end pr 
TY | A 2 


endeavour of allbow to exercifehem{elvs ther-. 


25 all things thas are excellent innaturehave 
Like which evill minded mendoe many times make 
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wfdonlyin fabordimation to him, 10 the working of 
| him, and the tncreafe of Be f ‘me Hence thefe conclapoxs 
That no of Religzon performed, thouzh itbe the 
is exprefjely commanded, pleafeth God for zt jelfe. 


our 


i The Epifile tothe READER. 
ed, but hall a quite contraryend, Viz.)the dilbanour of God, 
and the damin ition of our {elves, vem by the Relagiva whrch we ob- 


ferve; ya although webe never [o zealous sn it, ated sherefore 


of {pectall concernment that we take heed that the Religion which we 
doe obfervebe Gods appointment by his revealed word, it being bis 
prerogative,to be avihor, inflitutor, framer, ard cppointer of all- 
thas fervece, which he will bave mento performe unio h m: and the 
reafonis becanfe Gods glory and mans happine|je [0 waited 
ther, as the one ts mot without the other atainable by man, but only as 
man is led and guided by God in the ufe of [uch meanes as he hath 
appointed in his word; and for fomuch as Gods word doth fer forth 


| Chri? tobethe Mediatour , and principal meanes that-G od bath 


in wifedome and mercy appointedto am the falva- 
tion of man by; and all other meanes exerci{'din Riligion, \te vee 
faith 


Secondly, Godrequire:h no aétson of Religzon,to be performed 


without fash tn the performer or of the action. 


Thirdly that God reqaireth that pcr{ons be firft caught to believe 


alvation. | 


in Chrift,astnan alfufficient meanes of glorifying Gods grace sm 


Feurily, that every aftion of Religion be performed inthe name, 


power, authority, and of Jelus Chrift. 


Fifily, that every ation of Religion be performed by vertue of 


grace of Chrift, recesved by futh, for whatlocver is not of 
Faithis finjand without Faichic isimpoffisle co pleafe God. 


$ixtly shat everyaiion of Religion fbould reach us the infirmi- 


of our faith, 


Seaventhly, that every aFion of Religion hould be exercifed as 
to ftrengthen our fash. | 
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The Epiffletothe READER. 
Eighsly, char when aftions of Religzon are performed , andthe 
performers have no faith Chritt, shofe attzons are meanesio har- 
denthebeart againf{ Chrift. 
ninthly, no a&ion of ‘Religion ought to beper formed by any 
man, no not by the farthfull themfelves. sf Chrift be mor by the dire- 
étron of bis word the body (or rashcr the foule) of that adton, 

And the realm of ali this the end mafures he mcares, 
and allihe aftions of Keligson, Leing but meanes of feritmg forth of 
Chrift Jefus, she Sonne of God to br the true meanes and media- 
tour Letweene God and AP, that Ged doth ifie him{elf: inthe 
falvation of man by ana his bing the proper end why all ihe acit- 
ons of Kel yion are to be performed: namely, io caufe our under flan- 
dirgs so fee snow, and acknowledge the glory of Gods grace, fhining 
through thathis Sonne. 

And h reupon 115 shat the Order which Vefas Chrift the Son 
of Ged, and vr cai Prophet of bis C burch, batb preferal ed 10 
Rel.g.on hearts and lives of m:n istbis: that perfons fbould 
be firftiaugot by the powerfull preaching of the Gofpell, and glad 
tidings of grace and falvation , wlith Ly limis appointed 10 be 
preachea to all Nations, orto every creature, that iberevy all per- 
fons verng bornezn finne. ard heres of death, might bee converted 
and borne ag aine by the Dobtrine of grace,and made hearcs of exser- 
mall life. and whenibey believe and make prof of faith, 
and not before to be baptifed upon {uch profelfionuf fash, made in 
the name of the Father, who hath adopted them be his childien m 
the name of the Sonne, by whom hey are reconciled,in ihe name o 
the Holy Ghoft, by whom they ore regenerated inio the fatih which 
they make profeffion of : she end ,1hat iberchy as by a Livery 
or badge, they may bediftinguifhed tobclong soibe Church 
of Jefus Chrift whe bath berrufted with ailbis divive, and 
fperttual Ordinances , as Elettzon of Minifters from among ft 
themfelves, togerher with all divine admineftraison, as people 
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"The Epiftie READER: 


and promifed bis with them, and his 


bleff ng.upon them inthe fame, for the dzficatzon prefervation,and 


‘ 


— 


finall perfeverance tn the faith of ihe fame Golpell of grace, even 
the falvation of their foules, and shusbythe direSion of Chri: 
Religion is feared inthe World as the true meanes of Gods glo- 
ryand mans bappineffe. Now Satenthe Prince of darkn-{Je, 
as be asthe Enemy of mankind , and feekes his deftruction 
to the d:fbonour of God, doth he labour inno meanes more 
than inthe counterfesting of 2 eligion, which that he mighs the bet- 

ter eff the fame: transforme bim felfiato an Angtll of light, 
and by his Minsflers as though they were the minifiers of righteouf- 


of Chritt.pretend that Religion doth not thrive faft enough, 
members increa(e to the church fo f aft as they would have them: 
| havetherefore by their device per{waded people that as children 
circumcifed, fa children of perfons ought to be baptz- 
wed of the eaght day, or at least betemes , and bythefe meancs have 

they made the Church very great though it be not very good for they 

have made and compelled whole Natzons, yea allto be outwardly 
— religidus, and whofo:ver would not be one with theminthrs their 
Rekgion, muft neither buy nor fell, nor tnjoy bodsly comforts while 
they lave, and they die muft mot be buried in the Chriftian bu- 


and left this Church thas flated,( although uncapable of all 
divine adminifirations inthe true fervice and worlhip of God) 


fhould be left withous all Religion, having none initheir hearts; (I 
cake of the C hutch in relation to the conftintzon of , confifting 


bapsafed Infants, meerenaturals(tsin which converts are meere 
accidents,and appertaine neihing tothe nature of that Church ftate, 
which as of i felf complat without them) Satan bythe Miniftery of 
Antichrift bath deviled a Maffeer Service Pooke,which 
doth direc themwmhere, when, how to pray, and what to pray 
| ging provided prayers ready made for them for alk occafions, which 
hath bien ihoughe neceffary : and all other fervaces are not 
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TheEpiftlerothe READER. 

only there diretted bat therein provided,and ordered to be performe- 
ed at allsimes for the whole fervice of the Church, which sherefore 
is called Divape Service,(although there be noihing but humanity 
or worfe in it) the performance of which astt maybe without any 
faith, or fpiruuallgifi,or grace from God be compleatly done,and 
therefore fis for fuch a Church, fo bave all manner of p’rfons in the 
Naizon been compelled with sree penall Laweste be frequent at 
fuch fervice as if u bad bin the only true boly (piritwall fervice and 
wor{bip of God : and yet all this while this 23 divine fervice only sm 

nameand not indeedsas the Churchzs a Church of Chrift 12 names 
but not indeed and in truth as they have the Baptifme of Chrilt zn 
name but not in deed and in truth,and thereupon are thefe: (hraftz- 
ans in name but notindeed andtruth,andfo al Religion only 
nominal not realparving great [bew but no fubftance , a pitsfull 
condition and to be bewayled and greatl lamenied, andthe caufe of 
all thw is Infants Bapiz{me.and the reafon 1s evident , if we do nor. 
willing ly {hus our eyes ag the manzfeft light , for wherefoever 
Religzonis exercifed upon perfons, Vefore they aretaught to be- 
frevein Chrift , sheerrour 15 as it were inthe center which proves 
inthe circumference,and a anting religionin the heart: firft 
allwhas ever isdone is but vanity, bypocrifie. a fbadow without a 
fubftance, abedy without a fowle, afbell , aname 
without the nature of the thing the confider ation of all, whech mife- 
rable witchery and delufion I being gre..tly affeed comces- 
ving thefe infuang Lines which coft me much labour, to be profitable 
forthe di{covery of the fame, infome meafure it rot mectto 


let them lsein ob{curity,while cOceved ochers to have much need of 


many of my deare friends did earnelth defiresem thegra- 
i2ficatzon, whereof I could nor with modefty and reafen tell howto 
deny, and being privy to my owne fincerity, that 1 bad no bafe or by 
end and laft of all, and moft of all berig wath ihe gle- 
ry of the great GOD , and the faivation of the foules of 
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Epiftlero the Re A DE A. 
pmen thich the beft end of all, and true Religion to be 
the meanes, and falfe Religion to be the hinderance | 
hereunto .of which thefeenfuceng lines are the pro. 
per Subject; Thaveinibe goodnes of my caufe adventured toput 

them forth 10 publake abide the hazard what ever 

can come me.fir the fame confident of thefetwe conclufi- 

ons pep that it any [ball be offended at it withous acaufeshere can 

no burt 10 me by it,for whatfoever bart is done to any perfor 

for well doinghuris the doerpus not the perfenio whom ihe 
done becaufe they doe but kick againft pricks, and perfecue Chrift 

members,and Chrifts members in {uch acafe fave his life e- 
veninlofing of it. Secondly, sf any [bailbe offended at at with juft 
felf binds them to the fame,and thai fhall be for 

4 my benefit alfo,becanfe ther) Imay come (ee mine own iifirmity, 

while Ihave time to mend it,andio get greater ftrength, which ss 

{ | thegreare/t benefit of all paring a mind afweil to [ee and bearefrom 

others, asto {beak my felfe , knowing that he can never bea good 

teacher thatis net a good learner: Courteous Reader therefore 

whofoever thow art ler meimyreat thee orcad over this Booke,with 

animpariiall eye try tt.and [earch st narrowly. and if good come to 

thee by us let God baverhe glory of it, af anything be evill , let me 

bave thy loving 1d:monstion in that parizcular, and infodeing thow 

| il foal performe a good Office of love tothe truth, and to me allo, but 

mywhole zatention 15 wit to fet forth the truth [o am I not privy 

any thing impertinent to that purpofe, and ifthow [earch 
finde it fo, and Shalt profit by it totby faring inftruFion, 

sad foule healih, Ifball have my defire aud ever ref, 

Thine in the Lord, 


THoMAs LAMBE, 
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CONFUTATION 


SAR 
‘ 


tor the defence of Baptdme,written by one 
George Phsisps, baring the name ot Paftor, of the 
Church of in New Ergland, as the 
{ame, writing doth expretle. I thall endeavour therefore bricfly 
and plainely, as God fhall enable me to make anfwer thereunto, 
and tirft chis Author Matter Pbsilsz:s before he comes to the Ar- 
guments , doth fet downe certaine propofitions to make way, 
é for the better fending of his reafons, and the 

1. That rhe Scriptures containing the ald and new Teftament , are 
fullof [actsfaltion, and area meft perfect rule of allsbings corxcerning faith 
and Order: forhat imthefe refpecis neching isto be urged as weceffarie, 
or allowed as lawfullbus what juftly comained theres; 

An{wer, This Propofition is holy juftand good, the fecond 


followes. 


Wharfoever can by confequenee be drawue from any part of Serip- 
ture, expounied in their large/t extent, is truly contained in them, afwell 
4 thav.thich fer tearmes:; andfe ip is of the fame 
sat 


aN 
Orafmuch as by the. providence af our good and | 
Sracuous God, there wattieouwie writing unte | 
® myhands, which contameth fome Arguments 


Serve with exprefea in any whasfogver caw be coleed by true 


enfediwo wayes, unto A 


 difpencing in drawing avasle of -[badows over it , confi 


Thefoursh begins,whenshe Sonne of God was mitnifefied in the 
The 


- 4 


inthe tim, Rem coaldangduty bindbu! that which isexpreffed2fe 
onr Divell with this word only, nbich — 


Mnorinthe fext exprefed Deut.but yet truly drawne from thence, 


eAnfwer, {eeno inconvenience in this propofition neither, 
gathe third +hiek followes. |] 

That the tender of smmortaliry and happines by God.ungo mankind bath, 
and all mankind in hes loynes 
by the Law perfech obedience thereto in manus owne per- 
2. After Adam was falne by an Evangeliall Con 
venant made with the fecond Adanutbe Lerdfrom Heaven and all the 


predeftinared unto adoptson of Sen[bip, ix him, as the common root 


ofthem all: which (meaning the Covenant | ats ‘it be one and the 


| fame for ever in (ubftance, from the tine of the firft promulgation wntill 
day, andfatethe end, yet it bath admitted of variation in the cir. 
thereof, as is clearé from fourefeverak and remarkable peri- 


ods: the firft from Adam fala té “Abraham, a promife of the 


feed of the Woman, Genie 


fecond from Abrahams time te Mofes ix the wilderneffe, in | 


fanec the fame with the formit the feed ofthe woman, te proceed from 


| | Abrahams loynes inthe fle/h fucceffively, but differing. from the former, 


énpaffing the premifeinra afolemme Cowenant made with Abra- 
43 the Fatherofalche bleffed,aed nil bleffing feed, and of all belie. 


versof al Nations, «nd confirmed by the figne of (ireumesfiion, the feale 
ofthe tighteoufnefe of faith, wl.sch be bad being yetuncivcumei[ed, 
The third from Moles til che time of Chrifts commsing in the fle(h, and 
this se the [ame in [ubjiance with the former, but differing she manner o 
of all thofe 


Lawes written in Stone, and all thefe Ordinances divalied from Mount 


Sinai. pofterity inthe fielh, whereantowas added be- 


fides the former feale of cireumcifien, the Ordinance of the Paffeover, 


andshie (and wasthefermet period): wisiealled the Old 'Tefament, or 
Lawratified by the death and blondof Bulls Goates,oc, and{bgd- 
dewes of better things withont the application whercof, they purified only 
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Infants “Baptifme. 2 
called the new easified by 
and death ofthe Lord lefas the-Teftaror, whe heing icame, she parle of 
fhaddowes 13 utterlp removed, andthe Mofaicall admmimifiration 4- 
bolifhad: the Old being done away that. the New might bee efa- 
blifhed cannot bee removed, and this is wellte be heeded shas all the 
Scripeures inthe Old Tefament, that faretell a removatl, aud 
ling of che (evemant, andthe Seriptnrevinthe new that tell of the abe. 
lijhing that was foretold, as alfothe making of anew Covewantis to bee 
under ftecdaf thas pervoaf-om Motesto Corift,.and not af that of Abra- 
Motes.#x2d the oppefiiion that is made inthe Seripture ts be- 
tweene that of Motes. and this under Chriff. 
Aufw. Tothis propofitiou Ihave many exceptions againft 
the fame, an“ choug! you profetle your felfe to be a Paftor, yet 
you aiuit give me leavexotell yous that fuch Doctrine as this 
doth declare that lucha namedoth not (or very ill)agree uuto 
you in that it is not wholiome faod for Chrifts the: p but a bar- 
ren walcernedle or rather hurtfull , and effecting noyfome dif- 
tending to death. 
. Firtt theretoreit you limit the Reprobates from the tender 
of immortality.and happines fromGod by means of the tecond 
dam , | conceive you crre;sbecauie then how can they .be faid 
torefufe the callot Gea, Prov.r. 24, and put away the word of 
God trom them, thereby judging themielves unworthy ct eve - 
lafting life, des 1 3.46 ? orinake Goda lyar.1. 5.13.0r how 
fhould unbelrefe be a finne,/ohs 16. 9.2but this by the way. 
Secondly to your third period, Liay the ordinances deliverd 
in 44v/es time, was not a vayle fimply confidered but in refpect 
that Cér:/? which was contained in them was not underftood by 
the Jewes, which refted in thedeed done. . | 
Thirdly, to your third period, whereas you fay. that this/and 
not thatinthe former period) was called the Vid Tefamenr, 1 
know no reafon why you fhould fo conclude, efpecially the ras 
ther feeing you make all your foure periods,to proceed from the 
Evangelicall Covenant, varying in circumftances , which 
be fo, 1 concéive you will find no other difference between 
Ola Tefamest agid New properly ; but the time befarethe com-* 
ming of Chrift in the flefh and the time fince: for bed, No- 
ah and lacéb, offered as wellasthe Ifraclites did 
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4 Confutation of 


vd God did never appoint the ten Comimandements, nor the Or- 
ginances adminittred by the Leviticall Priefthood, t0 the end, 
that the performers fhould be faved without faith in Chrift.and 


this you that they.werefhadowes of betcerthings, without 


the application. whereof they purified only the flefh and not the 


gonfcience: and the facrifices of Abell, Noah, Abraham,and Lacob, 
fandCircumcition as well as the Pafleover ) were fhadowes ot 


better things, without the application whereof , they purified 


onlythe flefh; and not the confcience of him that did the {er- 


Mice: therefore both thofe two periods were as well the O/d Te. 
ftament as the other, by your owne Argument. : | 

_ And thereforeto yourfourth period, which you fay, begins 
when the Son of God was manitefted in the fleth, and {till con- 
‘tinues, calledthe new Te/tamerr, and ratified by the death and 
bloud of the Lord fefusthe Teftator,who being come. the vaile 
ot fhaddowes is utterly removed : I would aske whether circum- 
_-cifion, and thefacrifices that were adminiftred before «7/ofes 
time, be not quite abolifhed (the Old being done away that the 
New might be eftablithed (which cannot be removed ) as well 
asthote in Moles time ;+htedty if yea: then this is well to be 
heeded, that all the Scriptures in the O/a Teffament that torctell 
-aremovall, and difanulling of the Covenant, and the Scriptures 
in the New, that tell of the abolithing that was foretold, as alfo 
of the making anew Covenant isto be underftood .. as well of 
thewholetime before the comming of Chrift. as of that be- 


tweene 4fofesand Chrift, and thus is your prepofition antwerd 
andrefuted. 


Your fourrh propofition ts thic, that children arecapable of the Spirse 
of God, and of the grace of the,Covenant, and what[eever men of years 
are eapable of, themgl nor mroughe in the fame way and by the fame 
meatves, yerthefamethirgs, and bythe [ame ofarre as is nece{fa. 
tannin ith (hrift, and nfification to life thereby. | 
This grant, as chey are Subjects for God to work up- 
but thisisnot manifetted to us, neither can it be concluded 

ps to belong to this childmore'thanto that. or the children 

sot beleevers, more than to the children of Infidels, or unbe- 
| 


| 


And where it is {aid, wer isthe Indgcment we can Lave of men f 
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Infants Baptifme. 


yeares infallible , but that we may be miftaken,as in thecafe of Symon 
Magus &e. 
Anfe. Yanfwer, it doth not follow from hence, that we fhould | 
have no Judgement of them, becaufe we cannot have an infal- 
lible Judgement; now 1f it be concluded that we ought to judge 
probably, according to the protesfion of Faith made by them : 
taske then how we fhall come to the fame maniteitation, 
trom /nfants: which when we can. let them be baptited ; tor if 
we fhould doc it before,we do not only walke without rule, but 
alto it may be {aid to us in this cafe, as Chrift faid to the wo- 
man of Samuria in another cale, 4. 22. Te werfhsp that witch 
je know not ; and as God {aid to the Jewes, Ife 4.1.12.4ho required 


this at your bands ? 


The fitth Propofition followes, 
That ss not the firft grace but a [econd nor doth it confer grace, 
ts given toconfirme the fermer, whichtherefore be pre fuppofed, 
or elfenot to be adminiftred ; and it isthe [eale of rhe New Teltament, 
or ef the righteoulneff[e of Fai:h now soall, that are partakers thereof, as 
of old ircumcifien , was to them Rom. 4-11. oly by baptiime / #a- 


derftandthat outward part, admimptred by a lawful smfter of the 


Church which may, and toe often is feparated from the inward (though 
it ought not co be’) and yet remainesirne baptilme fo aamisifred, elfe 
Symon Magus, anathole brethren, Gal.2 being not bapt:fedwuh 
the sm, ard wire not baptifed: axdsfthey haarcpemed wuft bavebeene 
baptifedaxew, | 
inf, Tothis I anfwer, that 4apeifme (beingnot the firlt grace 
but a fecond, as your felfe confeile, nor doth it conferre .grace, 
but is givento conhrme the former, which theretore mutt be 
prefuppofed or elfe not to be admuniftred : 1s well to be heeded 
ofall : but efpecia lly of thofe which will have /-faxts baptited : 
and yet have no ground to conclude, that they havea firit grace | 
to be confirmed by thatincanes ; neither have they ground for 
any {uch prefuppofition ; neither will, Rom. 4. 11. prove any 
fuch thing ; for that only proves that circumcifion was in the 
nature of it, a feale of the righteou{nefle which is by faith : and 
did fealeit up to 4érabam that had faith : but as it did not feale 
it to them that had no faith: fo no more was it any ground why 


_ we fhould prefuppofe faith in all the dubjedts , upon 
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whont it was adeninuliges ; newther was that the ground why it 
was adminiftred; but the command of God, and the reaton why 
God commanded it to 4brabam touchitig his teed, was not 
becaulc, 4érabam was bound.to believe and pretuppote, that 
__ allhis Seed, and his Seeds Seed, throughout their Generations, 
were made partakers et Union with (anf, and Juftification 
to lite by the Spiric ot God, (as is infinuaced in the connexion 
of the tourth and fitch Propoiitions) buc that God did by this 
mieanes take and dittinguith the polterity of “ér2ham to be pat- 
by his tayour and goodwilt ot Lawes and Ordinances, 
ape Services, Saccahices, Tabernacleand Temple, and all o- 
_ ther things which were meanes to typihe, lead and point out to 
thei Chrift which was to come: which was a choyce tavour 
beyond any that was befttowed upon any other Nation or Peo- 
ple : belides, Dewt..7, 6.7.8.9. Rom. 9. 4,5. and 
this wasthe end. why\the teed «vere required to be citcumcited 
at eight dayes old, that they being diftinguifhed by this meanes, 
and thereby interefled into the parcicypacion of ihete Priviled- 
. ges, Rem.3.1,2. might be trained up therein ; and whotocver elfe 
. of any other. Nation would circumciie themielves and their 
_ Males. might come and be partakers of -thete Priviledges with 
the poiterity of Abraham, & xed. T2 48. though there weTe no 
ground to pretuppofe a firft grace tobe confirmed in themby 
i0n. | 
Secondly, Lanfw:r{to thedimication of your conception to 
the outward part of Baptifme, which may and too oft is admi- 
Aeparated from the mward , though ought not to be) 
ich yet remaines true Baptifme fo adminiftred. or elfe 
Magws and thote fali¢ brethren, Ga/: 2. being not baptited wiih 
the inward, were not baptifed, and ifthey had repented , mutt 
have beene hapriled anew ; ) that there is a great difference to be 
put betweene falie brethren and no brethren’, becaufe thote 
which are falfe feeme to be true but thofe that are no brethren, 
not te much as in thew, there 1s not {o much as a fhew torany 
_ brotheriy action to be exercifed upon them; and the teafon 
it true Baptifme the one which makes fhew, 
atid not upon the other which makes no fhew,, is becaufe Gods 
. authority in his command goes with the one and not with the 
| | 


| 

| 
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Jufants Baptifme. 
other; and this appeares , becaufe Baptifme being an action of 
Religion to be exercifed by the miniftery of men, it 1s required 
that thev adminifter the fame upon beleevers, which if they ap- 
peare, fo they-areto sudge, and who can judge#re otherwite but 
by appearance, it being Gods Prerogative to fearch the heart; 
but when there 1s no externall maniteftation appearing trom 
the {ubjett. then if Baptifine be adminiitred, it 1s mecr humane 
invention. becaute there is no authority of God for {uch an Ad- 
miniftration : now ,it 1s the Authority or command of God, 
which gives a being to every adminiftration in Religion ; and 
wha:foever hath not a being from God cannot be called his Or- 
dinance ; hereupon it followeth that whentfoever Baprifme 1s 
adnriniftred upon fuch a fubject. as maketh no externall manite- 
ftation of Faith, this Baptifme hath no being trom God , but is 
Tou 6, Propofttson ts this, that as of old more was required of Abra- 
ham 4%d men of yeareswhen wo were circumei( ea, then of Ifhmaeler 
Itaac, or other Infants continually circumeifed afterwards ; [o new in 
 mimflring Baptifesete perfons, more isrequired of menef yeares then of 
sxfants; asof Abraham Ged reguired Faith , inthe bleffid (ced; but 
wot the fame of \1aac ; for of men of yeares Faith tobe required, and 
be, th.tt 4 man may be baptifed ; but nor the [ame of Infants Oc. 
TowhrchTanfwer , that more was in brabam then in //a4e, 
when they were circumcifed ; I grant, but that more was requi- 
‘red in the one then 1n the other , without which he might not 
be circumcitfed, is eafilier {aid then proved, in the 17. of Genefis, — 
10. and 13. verte, it is {aid , that »4brabam muft circumcif all 
the males which were borne in his honfe} or bought with his 
money, and verfe 23. it is {aid, that tooke //hmael his 
fonne which was then 1 3. yeares old, verfe 25. and all the Males © 
in his houfe, and circumeifed them the fame day. as God had 
{aid ; {ome were men of yeares, as ver{e 27. yet Goddid not re- 
quire of 4brabam concerning his males, nor did 4brabam re- 
quire of them in relation to any rule preceding any prerequifite — 
coriditions, without which they were’ not to be circumcifed ; | 
the contrary is more probable by farre : namely,that they were 
to becireumcifed ,-is abfolutely commanded’, and they were in 
no wifeto negle& the fame, and 10 to doe were finfull , bur that 
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prerequifite condi:ions in them, without which they were not 
becircumeited is not io. much as intimated to be appointed: 


A Confutation of 


fn Exe@. ix, 48. it isfaid, if any will obferve the Patledver, 


_ Circumeifion of all his males is required to prgeced as a gencrall 
Law co the home-borne and to the ftranger, but to the partict- 


pation of Circumcifion of himfelfe, and all bis males alfo , no- 
thing is required to precede. Now inthe new Teftament there 


sa Minaftery ordained of God tor the munattration of Bapts{me ; 
but inthe ume of the law. there was no ininiftery appointed for 


Citcumeifion, but the head of every Family only ftood charged 


with that 'worke to tee the accompiifhmenc thercot. 


And hereo: caineanother difference , that in Baptifme there 


{poken of. as 8.36. 10° 47. tha if Faith didjnot ap- 


care at leaff externally to the Minifter , he might not admini- 
ter Baptiime: bat ui Circumcifion , any man might circum- 


cite himlelte and his males, and thereby become a Proielyte, 
_ without any fore-going condition ; becaufe there was no order 
_ or ftate of men appointed by God to require any iuch thing of 
_ him before and cherctore in that refpect , no lett {poken of in 
| 


But the maine difference appeares in that God n: ver appoin- 


_ ted ateaching Miniftery to precede Circumcifion to the Par- _ 
ties required; to.be circumcited!, as now he hath va allthe Par- 
"ties required to be baptifed, even from that time to the end of 
the World, 4447.28. 18.19. and hereupon arifeth another diffe- 
rence, even in the Conftitution of the true vifible Church, 
_ which then was conftiguted by naturall generation of Abrabams 
natural feed. but now conftituted by {pirituall regeneration of 
Abvabams {piriiuall by the means of the preaching of the 


the faine.of Infants ; how you. will recone:lethis contra. 


idtion, 


i 
sae oipel, even called Sainis at leait io tar as men can judge, asa 
{ the Bpiltles at Paw/to the /wrches do plainly prove; and by all 
this is your infinuation of the Bapti{me of Infants taken away. 
Further, 1 cannot but take notice of a contradiction between 
this P ropofition and your fifth Propofition , in which you {ay 
7 Faith or a firft grace muft be prefuppofed,. or elfe Baptiime not 
| to be adminiftred: buthere you fay that, of men of 
| 's to bercquircd, and muft be, that aman may be baptifed, b 
; 
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diction, I doe not yet conceives if you will fay that grace may 
be, though not knowne in Infants, but in men of yeares, that are 
able to maniteft what is in chem; fuch manifettation is to be 
required trom them, without which they are not to be baptited: 

Itay that thisis no reconciliation of the contradiction ; for as - 
grace may be in Iniants, and not knowne, fo it may not be, asut 
is not knowne tg be , but you fay Baptufine is given to confirme 
the former grace, which therefore muft be pretuppoied, or elle _ 
not be admuniftred ; and here you fay, that of men of yeares 
Faith isto berequired and muft pe, thata man may be bapti- 
fed »but not the fame of Infants : now whatfoever is to be pre- 
{uppoted, muft be, and mutt be required to be » or elfe bapaime 
not to be adminiftred, and yet the tame not required to be in In- 
fants, and yet Infants to be bavtifed , isan apparant contradicti- 
on, becaute whatfoever is not to be required ‘to bein Parties to 
be baptited, is not to be pretuppofed to be,. or elfe baptifme not 
to beadmuniftred. And thus have 1 made Antwer to your fixth 
Propofition ; and now I come to your Arguments, the firit 


whereof is this. | ante 
the Covexant now under Chrift bethe fame that was with Abra- 


ham ard hrs Pofterity inthe Flefh; thenas Infants were thenpartakers 
of the Covenant, andreceivedthe Seale thereof, Circumeifion ; fo are 
fants partakersof the Couggant, and ought torecerve the Seale thercof, 
Bape {me. 
But the Covenant new ander (rif isthe fame that was b:fore ( hrif, 
with Abraham asd his poftersty inthe fiefh ; Frgo, 4 
To which I anfwere, denying your Antgg,dent; namely, that 
the Covenant now under Chritt 1s the {ame that was before 
Chrift with 4éraham and his potterity in the Fleth, ‘and for the 
clearing up of my grounds of chis Aniwer, I defire to thew con- 
cerning this Covenant made with jn Ger. 17.7. firtt, 
what it wasnot ; fecondly, what it was; thirdly. that we have 
{uch Covenant now in the tame fince Chrifts comming in 
the fleth concerning our {eed. 2 
Firft therfore.God did never promifc to faveany of 4érabams 
children for 46r zhao: fake: fecondly.nor yet for his faiths fake ; 
thirdly. nor to make ali his Pofterity:in fleth to be Believe. 
Firft Abraham was an heire of finne aad death , 
| ochey 
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1 A(onfutation of 


ether men are, and was faved through the Mediator, Foh. 8.56. 
feb, 13. Rom. 4.1.24 Gal. 3. 6. theretore 4érabams perion 
did not move God to iave his children who was faved vy the 
undetérved: grace and mercy. of God through the Mediator 
» Secondly; not for his faiths fake: firft, becaufe faith 1s not a 
ieritine ching. it being that by which a miane believes the fa- 
your ot God in Chrift; fecondly, becaute af 1t were,then Chritts 
would prove tale foh..3. 3. verily, verily taith Chritt, 
Except amantbe borne again: jee the King dome of Goa ; third- 
i hy; if it were {o, then God fhould fave fome the falvatidn of 
‘whom would bring no glory to God at ali : andthe reafon is, tf 


any fhould be faved that have no faith in their owne hearts, 
dy becaufe their Parents have believed for them: then ic will 


tollaw that {ome fhould be faved whiclr neither know their own 
mifery, not Gods mercy, nor wifedome, nor power, nor juftice, 
‘nor eoodnedle ; and fo confequently know not how to be thank- 
-fullfor any benefit. {eeing they know none; whiclris contrary 
to the end for which he faveth men, which 1s the praife of his 
_ ownenamie : befides, this is further proved’ by thefe Texts of 
| Scripture; Hab, 2. 4. The jutt fhall live by his Faith, Ga/, 6.5+ 
Every man fhall beare his own burthen, Ezek.18. 20. befides in 
x0. 22. Rom. 9.22. it issaid. Ifrael bé as the {and 
of the Sea; yet but a Remnant of fem fhall be faved ; all 
which proveth that the Iraelites wete not faved for Abrahams 
Thirdly, neither@id God ever promife to give faith to all -4- 
brahaws Pofterity in the fleth: Firft, becaufe it is impoflible that 
_ God fhouldlie ; but if he promufed to give faith to themall, 
and did not, then he did lie ; but that istalfe, therfore he never 
Secondly. God blames the unprofitablenefle of the Tewes. in 
of the meanes vouch{ated, which if in this re{pect he had 
bound himfelfe to worke inthem, what hee required of them 
were acoriradiction ; therefore he did not promife {0 to.doe ; 
 ‘atidfo much of the particular, what it 1s not. 
Secondly, fam now to fhew what it is,and T fay,God did 
mand Circumeifion upon Abrahams Pofterity inthe flefh, and 


did 
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did thereby take; confecrate, feparate, fet apattand diftinguith 
to be by his tayour, and pood will,“and great love poficfi-d 
ith divers Lawes and Ordinances, Minitters, Services, Sacri- 
fices, Tabernacle and Temple, and all other things which they 
did poticile by the appointment of God afterwards, which were 
imeanes to typifieand point out tothem, and lead them usto 
Chrift, which was to come, Gal 3. 23,24,25.and unto this peo- 
pleand Pofterity of 674 .m did givea holy Land feparate trom 
all ochcr, for a piace for them to dwell in and did appoint a Ci- 
tie in chac Land teparace from all others to be worfhipped in 
4.20, Deut 12 5 6 12,13,18,26- aridin that City did ap- 
point 4 Temple for co offer dacrifices in by the Miniftery of the 
Prieits wh.ch they aught not offer elfewhere. which wasa Pri- 
vileige that noothcr Nation enjoyed , Deu.7.6 7. 8,9. £0 ‘9.455. 
47.19 20. and whotoever would be circumcifed might 
come to lerufalem. and be poflefled with the fame Priviledyges, 
both they and all that belonged unto them , both children and 
fervants . Exo. 12. 48. 49. but the uncircumcifed Man-child in 
whote flefh the fore-skin is not circumcifed, even that perfon 
fhall be cut off from among his people, Ge». 17.14. and thusT 
have declared the {econd particular what it is. Now followeth, 
_ the third that wefince Chrift have no fuch Coevnant concer 
ning our Hethly feed, becaute there is no Chrift now to come to 
be manifefted by fuch meanés as was then, and the neceflary ab- 
fence of che truth, or thing typsfied did neceflarily require the 
type. and the necéflary pretence of the truth or thing typified 
foth neceflarsly require the abfence of the type. 
Now ficthly feed of 46rabam was a type of Chrift the 
true pfomiled feed, is manifeft in Gal. 3. 16. compared with 
19. where {aith to ibrabam and his feed were the Promites 
mad@; he faith not and to thy feeds, as ofmany, but and unto 
thy jeed as of one, which s Chrift; and yerf. 19. hedaith, the 
Law was added till the {eed came-unte which the promites were 
made, (which was Chrift) here ?4«! by the power of the Spirit 
doth interpret the of God to 4éraham,Gex.17 7. Gviacre 
God faith, ( will eftablith ny Covenant betweene me and thee, 
and thy-feed after tiree in their Generations for an everlafting 
Covenant to beGod unto thee to thy {eed atter,thee) 


e 
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one) which is Chrift: now if any fhall fay thislets nor but 5 


{pect of the feedto be meant in the fingular number, (namely of 


the faichtull may be underftood , which make up one myitica 
body, being one with him by faith, he the head, and chcy the 


menabers; | fhall freely graut it to be fo accordiug to1 


But now it remaiucs how we may conceive the ‘haturall feed | 


to beinterpreted to be Chrift, who did not believe iureiy, no 


way but ceremonially and typically, even as the male which 
was to becircumciied did; and the Lambe to be catenat the 
Patleover was to bea Male, and all the frit borne males both 


_manand beaft were called holy . tobe offered to the Lord in 


typicall relation to Chritt the true propitiatory Sacriiice. 


$o then when Chritt the true pfomued feed was come, the 


feed in the flefh that led to Chrift, ceafed. 
And io it did indeed, for thenaturall relation ceafed at the 
death ot Chrift. and not before, at which time the diftinction 


or difterent holinefle betweene lew and Gentile ceated, 4éts 10. 


28. Fph.2 14:15. im 20. itis faid, through unbcliefe 
they are broken of ; now, it 1s manifel? ae were che true 
Church till the death of Chrift, and then broken off through 
unbelicfe: why werenot the Jewes in the fin of unbelicfe be- 
fore ? Yes. no doubt ; why ? then were they not broken off be- 
fore. and why then ? The reafon is becaute the tiine ot faith was 


come, and therefore now they were broken off through unbe- 


liefe : the Seed was come, therefore the naturall Seed ceated ; 
Chrift was come. theretore the Law ceafed ; as long asthe Law 
lafted they did remaine in the Church by being circumcited., 
and obferving the Rites and Ceremonies of the Law, though 
they did remaine in unbelicfe ; but when the time of faith was 


come, Gal 3.25. Then they were no longer in the Covenant and 


Church. by obferying the Rites and Ceremonies of the Law, 
which they entred into by Circumecifion ; but now they were 
broken off through unbeliefe. which notes out unto us that the 
ftanding in that © hurch before Chrift in the time of the law.and 
the ftanding in this Church fince Chriit in the time of the Gof- 
pell, isupon different grounds, for the ftanding in that Church 
was by being circumciled,and obferving the Ritcs and Ceremo- 
of the Law : but the ftanding in this Church is by and 
eing 
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being baptifed into the fame faith, .2.38,41. Ioh.4.1. Gaé. 3. 
26, 27. Rom. 11.20. and it 1s to be noted that the lewes, the fame 
people that were, circumcifed, and in Covenant with 4éra- 
wam according to the flefh. and thereby members of the Tewith 
Church. could not be rhe vifibie Church according to the Gol- 
pell. unlefle they did maniteft faith , and fo bee in Covenant. 
with +b6rabam according to the Spirit and baptifed into the | 
ame faith: whereas it che Covenant now under Chrift were 
the fame that was betore Chrift with dbrabam and his potteri- 
ty in the flefh, then by the fame right they poflelicd Ciscumei- 
fion, and che 'ewith Church-flate, they mutt poileflethis fince 
Chrift, which they could not doe. thererore it 1s not the fame. 
It is true thecerore that the Covenant of God. makes the 
Church both in the time of the Law and Goipell too . forthe 
Church is notching elie therya people in Covenant with God ; 
now looke how the Covenant differs {fo the Church and people 
differs, whic. is made by it. and which enter into it. 
Now the Covenant whereby God tooke a people outwardly 
to be his peopie. then was tha: whereby they did ane circum- 
cifed ) parcicipate of all thofe outward meanes which led to 
Chrift which was to come, P/4/147.19:20. « 
But that Covenant whereby he takes a peopl outwardly to be 
his peoplenow, whereby are adinitted baptited, is 
that proteflion they make ot faith in Chrift, 4és 8, 12,37. Adar. 
3.6. whereby they have crue and fpirituall conjunction with 
God, and are his people Fed, 3. 6. 
Indeed it 1s true. that Chriift is and ever was the Mediator and 
means of Salvation. and alfo that all thofe that were faved, were 
{faved through faith in him both before and fince Chriits com- 
‘ ming; but yet becaufethe outward meanes of making Chrift 
known doth differently depend upon his being yet to come; and 
upon his being come in the flefh; the one being more darke, the 
other more plaine; the one more carnall, the other more fpiri- 
tuall ; therefore the participation of thefe meanes doe make the 
ftate of the participants to differ. __ 
Concerning which. note theie differences. firft it’s called the 
Old Teftament. and the time fince Chrift. the New Teftament , 
Heb, 9, 18. Secondly, it is called carnall 
3 is. 
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A Confutation of 


this Chritt is called the power of the endletle life Feb, 7. 
16. Thirdly, itis calleda blameable Téftament in dppofition 


toa better Teftament, eftablithed upon better promites; 


ipecét ot Chrift, which is the end of them, Gal.q 9. Col.2 8. 
’ Biftlys it’s called a yoke of bondage , in oppofition to the li- 


6 Fourthly icis called impotent, and rediments re- 


bertyand freedome which comes by the Gotpell, 


15. 103, Sixtly it’s called /erafalem below , or carthly in oppofi- 


tion eres and Heavenly which is the 


priviledgeof the vifibl 


q matter : therudiments of the world: the time fince Chrift the 
time ot faith, Gal, 3.19. 23, 24 and4. 3,4. Fightly,it’s called 
_ theftep ot the partition wall, the Law of Commandements 
ftanding in Ordinances’: yea-hatred, or the caufe of hatered in 


-oppofition to the unity. and peace that comies by the Goipell, 


_ ly fach perfons are to be admitted’ unto thefe ‘Gofpell-privi- 


= I, The New Teftament. Ga s,Inthenew Covenant. 
Eftablithedupon better promifes, poffeffion of the promifes. | =, 
3. After the powe: of the endles life. 3Partake-s of the Powers of 
5. 2" liberty of the Spirit, Freedome of the ipirir, 

46, Geleltiall Jecufa.em, | 6. Bornefromabove. 4 
Aftare of Faith. | In the Faith. 
A ftate of Wnity and Peace. In Vnity,Peace and love. 


Ephef.2.14.15. Cel. 2.14. and hereupon it followeth ,that on- 


ledges as arc {uitable chereunto. 


Thetefore only {uch are to beadmitted unto the Gofpell-pri- 


_ viledges.In the time therefore before Chrift, fuch as would cir- 


- cumcife themfelves, and their males and obferve the Law in. 
the Rights and Ceremonies thereof; together with their chil 


dren by generation were the feed, andin Covenant with that 


But how fince Chrift ; only fach as believe in Chrift and are 


- thereby children by regeneration are the feed, and in covenant 
with this Church. The proote of thisis cleere, firft, becaufe 


_ none of the naturall feed of 4éraham . areinthe covenant by — 


_vertue ofany naturall relation, though in the 


Jewith Church till the death of Chrift: and as that 
| 


hurch 
then 


| 


Church inthe New Teftament, Gat. 
"4. 25, 26- Mb 12.22. Seventhly it’s called a Law. and a School- 
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then cealed, totheir being in the Church by a natural! relation 
ceaica allo, 10 23, A0m, 948.Gal,4 28. 9 14. 16. 
19 22.26.28, 29. Sceondly the Gestsdes have no naturall relation 


to bicoine 4¢rahams teed by:and theretore a believers child can- 
not become the feed ot Abraham by being the ived of a believer, 


‘untefle children doe believe themfelves, and cannot other- 


Wile in reipect be participants in the covenant made-with 
Abrabam, Thirdly, neither did the three chowiand Converts 
baptite their children, when they themielyes were bapfited . as 
A prabam did according to Gods command, Yer, 17.23. circum. 
cite his Males the iclte fame day; which plamly proves, that the 
Covenant now under Chritt is not the fame that was with -4ra- 
ham and his pofterity in the flefh : now that the 30°0. converts 
did not baptife their children, when they were baputed them- 
{elvees is plaine, Act. 2. 41. thewords are, them they that gladly 
vecesvedthe werd welt bafttifed,1, The meaning iS onely they, 
and none other, or elfe ut were an impertect relation, if others 


that did not gladly recetve the word were baptiied alfo : there- 


fore none but thote. and therefore not their intants ; for fuch a 


teftimony (vz. thac they gladly received the word) is no where 


recorded in Scripture, neither can be of Intants; alio 
It is fard,when they believed the chings that concerned che king- 
dome of God, and the name of Jefus, they wire baptifed bot 


women, and nox betore. thereture not their ‘utants. 


Fourthly Past and others writing to the vilitble Churches, 


Chrift doe utually expretle themfelves ot all theanembers, 

as of Saints,faithtull brethren, called, reborne, the Sons ot God 

by adoption, &om, 1.6.8. Chap. 8.15. 1 Cor. 1,2. 4, 56,7, 8, ge 
Chap. 4.15,16. 2Cor,r. Chap. 3.2. Gal. 3. 26. Ephef. 1. 3. 


Phil. 1.1: 3,4,5,6; 7. 


Thef.1.1.3. 1 Pet 3. 10. 2%, 22, 23.Which the Prophets 
(notwithftanding they were led by the fame {pirit)were wont to 


{peake otherwife of the vifible Church of the Jewes, as //ay1.1. 


16 fer. chap. rand 2. Ezek. 3,4 12. chap. 16. 48 51. which 


difference could not be it the natural! children had been in the 1 


Covenant, and of the Church as the Jewes were. 
Fiftly, the Argument and purpote of Pal 1s to exclude all 


things, befides faith to be any wayes availeable to the participa- 
tron 


| 


é 


4 


tion of the Covenant, i 
Chrilt, 8om.4.16. Gal, 3.7. 9.14. 16.19. 22. 26. 28) 29. there- 


far anfwer te this Argument. 


16 4 of 


relation to 4 éraham ig the time fince 


fore the pofterity in the flefhare not now inthe Covenant by 


any naturail relation, as they were before Chriftscommuing in 
the ticth. 


'Sixcly, the Author to the 8. 8. faith from / 31+ 3%. 
Behold | make a new Covenant with the hotte ot 4g, not 
like the Covenant I made with their Fathers but this is the Co- 


. Venane.I wall put my Law in their mind, and all fhall know mee 


from the leaft of them to the greateit ot them. where we are to 


mote; that che prancipall difference is inthe tubjects of the cove- 
nants:in the former, God did not put his Law in their mind nor 
_wrice it their hearts, that isioas without which, they might 


not be of the houte of //rael, but did write ic in Tables of ftone, 


requiring them to keepe it; but now 1s Chrift the-mediavour 


of the New Covenant, and Teftament,ha: through death 
which was for the redemption of the tranigresfions that were in 


the former Teftament : they which were called might receive 


the promite of inheritance, which promife being recci- 
ved, the perfons fo believing, and only they are the houle of /#- 


dah, the true Irael of God, Gal 6. 16. kom. 2.28. 29. the {ub- 
_jectsiot this covenant, which have the Law written in their 


earts : in the former Covenan: many of the fubyects of it were 


_ ‘deftirute of the knowledge of God,being the Pofterity of 4éra- 


ham according to the flefh -at the firft Intants circumcifed at 8. 
dayes old.according to the Law, and therefore wereto learne 
Godin Chrift. when they came of yeares. 


But now the Subjects of this covenant are {uchsas all of chem do 
know God. from the leaft to the greateft. having the Law writ- 
ten ia their hearts being all pofletfzd of the benefit of remisfion 


of fianes, through Faith by {pirstuall regeneration, ver{. 12. 


‘chap 10 17.18 Infomuch. asit isa great fhame tor the Church 


of Cerinth, that any fhould bee amongft them deftitute of the 
knowledge of God. | 

were the Subjects of this covenantand Church:/ thereforg the 
covenant fince Chrift is not the fame that was before Chritt, 
with -4rahim and his pofterity in the flefh.and this hail fuffice 


(or 1 5. 34 (which could not be if Intants, | 


New 
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andin Davids timestherefore the covenant ss the fame inal, 


Arjw. And 1sthis a good profe,to.prove the covenantumade 


with aérams potieriry in the Heth, betore Chrift , and finee to 
be the fame, turely no {uch matter.and it itbe, then to whomdfo- 


ever the Goipell whica is» the"Doétrine of the covenant is 


preached, they with their poftericy‘are in the covenant, yea 
though they be the feotfing sthess, 17, 18,19; 20. for there 
s100 inore in your profe, but let us {ee your fecond proofe, you 


sf Abraham be the father of Hines Gentiles, ‘and equally as 


he belecucs the righteoufues of faith cr bis 
sng and no osherwife,shen the (ovenaut ssthefame. 


Abraham isthe Father of the lewes and Gewriles, andeqnaily as 


be belesves, Rom. 4. 16, 23> 24. 709 26. 29- 


<injw. What confequence hath this-A rgumient, to prove — 


therefore she Covenant isthe fame. 


thatthe covenant made with Abram and his. pofteritysin the 
fizth betore Chrift;aad that now under Chriftis the famedurely 
none at all. | | 
firft ifnone be 4érahams children, no otherwalethanas 
they beleive the rightcou{nefle of taith, then when any doe: fo. 


beleive, let them be baptifed. 
Bur it 1s crue as it 1s 1a1d.and proved inthe Scriptures. 
ed that none are Aéraham: children, neither ot jewes' norGen- 


tells, but as they doc beleive'the tighteoulnefle of faith, v=. ace: 


cording to the promife) Kom. 9 8 Gal. 3.29. chap 24. 28% 
» Therefore none other are Evangellically in she covenant, nor’ 


ought tobebaptiled. 


"Secondly, the body of the Jewith Nation were thi pofterity 
A ain were commanded to be cir-’ 


cumcifed, Gew.17. 10.and fo in covenant according to the Law, 
; could not have bin of the /ew:( Church while: 


rhe Law jafted; Rom:9.4. could not have been broken off 


of abraham, according to the flefh, 


or otherwifethe 
through 


Now I foail examine your proofes, andthe firft thing you would prov? 
45, that the covenant inthe fle/o, be~ 
fore Chrift, and that new mnaer Chrift isthe fame: your firft profes 
thas the Gojpelbsstie Doctrine of the Covenant? pat 

Bat this wasprecehedato Abraham,ard tofbe lowes inthé wildernes, 


| 
| 
| 


= 
Fart 


Ere 


\ 


through unbelicfe, Rem, x2.20,.and.then.in thetime of the La 
theyanightnot eatthe Paflcover, Exed:12 43. neither might 
 they.ceimeto, the Temple to bring their Sacrifices, 4#s 21. 2. 


| thigretore they were legally in the Covenant, thouglthey were _ 
} 


inthe polterity of 4brabam according to the Heth , yet none of 
the uncircumeiiion might. in the time before Chrift: partake of | 
| thefePriviledges , nay; though they did believe, therefore the | 
erence wasverygicat, 
Tairdly, now fince, Chrift no is Abrahams feed at all, 
believing therighteouineile-of faith, although he bethe 
Childot believing, Parents, Gal, 3.29. || 
-Bonrthly, none of the Jewes thetinfelves (which were the na- 
ralb iced of Abraham and partakers of all the Ordinances ot the 
id [eitament, as well Circumeifion as any other. and chat 
vertus»of. the fame naturall relation )could be admitted to be 
baptifed, nor yet to partake of any of the fucceeding- 
‘Ordinances of the Gofpell, but upon the manifcftation of faith ; — 
the Covenant. before, andthatfince isnotthe fame. 
third Reafon jis of asdittle foree as the former if it be 
 wélbweighed ; whichiis this, Thatthe Panding of the Fewes inthe 
Ged, was the fame with Abrahams. | 
|) Tandwere, here we mutt diftinguith ofthe word grace, which 
may equally betakemeither. particularly for the Covenant of ¢- 
verlaiting life. by which the Saints are trecly juftified ,.as Kem. 
more generally for any effect of Gods goodnefle 
whereby he doth. communicate any kind of benefit unto 
which mutt needs be by grace and tavour, feeingno man 
 deferveth any thing at his hands. | 
This being premifed..1 now makeanfwer, That if you take 
gracean the tirkkfence for the Covénant of everlatting lite by 
which the Saints are freely juftified : then I deny chat the Jewes 
| were ever required to manifeft their intereft therein before they 
could be admitted to ftand members of the yifible Chureh-ftate 
before’ Chrifts asall both Jewes and Gentiles muft 
| now fince thedea‘h ot 8.27. and yet neverthelefle 
| all chat were faved.it was by erace in this.firft fence; but if grace 
be taken in the fecond fence (namely more generally ) then I 
raultneeds acknowledge that it was Gods greatgrace and mer- 


’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
a 
| 
| 
a " = 


eiethat the Jewes had a Law of Circumcifion-and other ordi. 
gances which was to them as.a Schoole-mafter to‘lead themto” 


Chrift which was to come,Gal,3.24. and allo promifes that Chrifé 
muft be borne of their feed according to the tleth Xe.9.5.(and in 


branaws (and thete are the refpeéts) dpoken of by Atary, Luke'x. 
54:55. of {poken'to brabam and his feed, andthe 
Covenant and Oath: 
thac Chrift fhould come, and was expected by them to be borne 
of the Virgin 444ry and /cha the Baptsf to be his fore-runmer, as 
appearcth v.47- compared with v,76..according to the promufes 
and Oa:h of God made to Abrabam, Gen,1 2.3. 
But all this is too fhortto provethat the Covenant now under 


Chritt, is the fame that was before Chrift with e4brabam and 
his pofterity in the fleth ;.and therefore here you may fee all. 


our proofes for your ion taken away, wherupon Tfup- 
bole double confequence will failealfo ; but 
your coniequences diftin@., and'your prootes annexed te 


them, I will therefore confider of them in order as they ‘ftand. 
The firft Confequent that you would prove, is, ‘That /xfasts 


are wow inthe Covenant, ms they were shen-before Chrift, yon arerefel_ 


wcd upon foarereafens, | 
‘The firft is, elfethe Covenant were not the fame with that’ 
which (as you fay) you haveprovedittobe. 
__ Towhich I antwer, that I have difproved your proofes of 
that particular, and cherefore this reafonusnothing. = 


a. You fay Edfethe fate af the grace of Ged fhould be fraitned, 


be made of lefje extent by Chritts commeng, then it before, where 2s 
mene andof greater extent ; there'being nothing mere thew 


inthe fate ofthe porfomre intetcfe infants now, 


Firft, Lanfwere denying theconfequence , and the reafon‘is 


becaufe the preaching of the Gofpell is as full as large and'as — 


ample a teftimony of Gods grace, as any of the flefhly pofterity: 
of Abraham had'by the Covenant, and larger ; Gnafmuch 
Gofpell preached now 1s a more full declaration of thegrace (of 
God andthe benefits that come by ‘Chrift then ever Cate 


D2. of 


> 
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thefe reipetts) the lianding of fowes was the fame with 4- 


{poken of by Zachary, Ver 73. namely, 


cifion.or the Ordinances of the Old Teftament did declare to 


- 


. 
af 
A 
| 
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| this morécleare Revelation of of God (abounding be-. 
yondivhateyer Circumesfion and 
revcale unto the, fefhly feed then in Covenant). 


they believe.therfore the increafe of the extent | 


| and yet.che 
 bapisted u 


 @tGods grace doth not neceflarily imply a bringing of the fleth- 
feed ot believers wichin the Covenant. | 
|. 4 Thirdly it you by extention of grace doe conceive that ever 
(Goddid accep: of the pofterity of 2brah«m into the Covenant | 
ofeverlafting life, by Chrift, without faith in their owne per- 
fons, onely in relation to 44raham; and therupon conclude 
the feed ot believersarenow much more taken into the cove- 
4 nantof everlafting life by the taith of their Parents : therein 
you erre., and{'ich.an extention of grace I doe abfolutely deny. 


both now and in thetime before Chnift too: this error was con-_ 
8. 3439.40.41. But of this I have {poken futhiciently 

Fourthly, and wheteicis {aid That there was nothing more in the 
pate ofthe perfons, then taimercht Infantsintbe covenant then nom, 


Wanfwer That though there was mbthing in the ftate of the 


| 
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| ofthe graceof Godin Chrift by the Covenant, then though the ! 

il - “And now.the Seed of the Gentiles believers and unbelievers 
ua ate made parcakers of the preaching of the Gofpell though they 

hh be not inthe Covenant; which isa larger declaration of the 

if rac on God andof the benefits that come by Chrift, then ever 

il} efhlv {ged of 4érabam had by being in the Covenant. 

i 1 hectore the exclufion of the Hethly feed doth not ftreighten 

the gtace of Godarall., 

)  .. | Secondlysas ic was oflarger extent in refped of the cleare Re- 

hi Velation.ot the grace of God beyond what it was before Chrifts 

; fo likewite icis of larger extent in refpect of the re- 

i Vélatuomto more people, then ic did when, tor then it was confi. 

__ned tothe Land of Iiracl, and the people of the Jewes bur nov 

every man and,woman 16.15. ar, 28.18.19. Lu. 24-47, 

nevertheleemore in Covenant nor to bee 

3 | | 
| 
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Perfons; yet there was fomething in things. and in theorder Of 
times, Chrilttbeing ycttocome, 

In which refpe& the neceflary abfence of thettuth . and true 
promited iced did necéfiarily require the type,namely thetefh- 
ly feed to be felected. 1: parated and ceremonially holy.of whom 
the promuied feed was to come : but now thenccefiary prefence 
of che truth, andtrue promiied feed Jeius C hrift beingcomie, 
doth necefiartly require ihe abience ot the type; and the con- 
{ummation termination, abrogation and utter abolution of 
this felecicd, icparated and cerememiall Eclines of thasnaturall 
and ficthly teed; and therefore now there 1s nothing but Pvan- 
gelicall holines felcction or feparation remaining, whichis not 
without perfonall fai.h. and therforeno’vifible, being but upon 
ex ernall maniteftation, and coniequently noadmittance te any 
Ordinance of the Covenant by any exeréifing lawfull authority 
in {uch caufes. but only by vertue of fuch’ excernall manifefta- 


and thus have I aniwered your fecond Reafon! 


| Your third Reafon , whereby.you wouldiprove that infants 

| arenowinthe Covenant as they were, then is this, Aérabam, 
thercot, andthe lewes and Gentiles the branches; as mben the 
Lewes were brekenof andas well Infantsas menof yeares. and wher 
[ewes be againe implanted, as well nfamsas mewof yeares hall befor - 


To which I anfwer. firft I conceive (under favour) that by the 
root is meant Chrift according to that of 15. 5-where 


Chrift faith, 1am the Vine. yearethe branches, becaufethe A- 
poftle faith. Rem. 11 .20., thou flandeft by tat h : now Chrift is 


But admit that 4érzham be the root; yet the Gentiles ate not 
the branches ina naturall relation, nor the Jewes branchés ina 
{pirituall relation. without ; erfonall faith , ‘or the Jiwes 
could.not be broken off through anbélicfe, beeaute unbehiefe 4 
doth not maka the Fewesceafe to have natural relation to 4érz- | 
ham ; and theretore it you make ‘Jewes and Gentiles to be the | 

| branches: equall imrelation'to the ‘root Aéram , youthuft make 
re relation (ugh asispoflible to them both fuch onely isa fpi- 


4 


| 

| 

| 
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relation, Galat. 3.29. for inanaturall relation it isnot 
poflible forthe Gentiles to be branche in relation to the root 


Wiheregs-you fay, when the Lewes were broken off , it was as 
 .  fanifwer, it istrue, becaule Chriftwhich wasthetrue promi- 
feddeed being come, the naturall relation inthe Covenantcea- 
|. fed. and nowirhere was no relation in the Covenant with Abra- 
| but by farthin Chriftoney. 
Whereas you fay, That whenthe lewes be againe implanted, as 
| men of yeares fhali be fo. 
Tasifwer tharasunbelicfe did breake them off, fofaith onely 
| erafc them in, as Ver. 22. | 


{But chat ever the Jewes shall be planted fo .as Infants tobe 
members of thevifible Church without the manifeftation ot 
| faith Tawiully,as once they were before Chrifts comming, can | 
bemeway proved bur it is an abfolute error. 
Fourthly, your fourth reaion to prove Infants in the Cove- 

| nant, as they were then, is this, /fthe Jewes and Gentile: are incor- 


intoone Body Chrift , aidcheTewi(h 'sfanrs are of that bedy, 

gheemfarmuft she Infantsiof the Gentiles be ; bm: the Tewes and Gentiles 
mearporatedinceone Body in ( briff ; (by the geniiles being maae ucere 
which thay were nor before the [ewes being in Chri'?) Eph. 

& andghe leweslufanes are of the fame Body: therfore | 

| foarethe ofthe Gentiles, 


_. Zanfwere, that this is recorded to belong to the Gentiles. asa 
“benefit in fpeciall tobe the Body of Chriit: becaufe the Jewes 

had meanes before, and fome of the Jewes had faith by that 
“means, and were true members of his Body:Chrift the head and 
they the mémbers,and {0 confequently the bod¥ ; why - becaufe | 
the members and the head make up the body, and then their ; 


iW ‘were no-members knowne, but the Jewes therefore no body ; 
|  butthe Jewes.and the Gentiles,had no mzanes before; and ther- 
fore Chritt by his comming brought this to , that-meanes 
fhould beafforded.as well and as much as to the Jewes, and con - 
fequently faith by the meanes and 4o unitedto‘Chrift the head; 
nowbeing joyned to the head. bejoyned 
the Body, therefore joyned tothofe believing Jewes which 
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“Baptifme, 
before were the body, but asthe Jewes were.no otherwife the 


body; but inrelation to the head unto which they were united 
onely by faith : fo the Gentiles had union with the, Jewes no 
otherwite but throug Chrift the head cf them both, being joy- 
ned to him by faith, and fotothem. 

Secondly, 1 fay. that the Gentilesdid not by converfion enter 
into fellowfhip with the Jewifh nationall Church-ftate; for 
that ftate the lowe poflefied not by Chrift themfelves , ( buta 
new Gofpell-itate which onely fome few of the Nation, which 
were converted to the faith participated of ) therfore much lefle 
could the Gentiles percipee of any fuch Church ftate with 
themnow: then, ifneither Jewesnor Gentiles were the body 
of Chrift confiderably as a Nation ; but only in re{pect of con- 
verfion. by Which they were inheritors of the fame ee » and 
partakers of the fame promife in Chrift by the Gofpell; then 
were not the J ewes meerly as Jewesof the body, and forcon{e- 
quently not their Infants. 

But neither Jewesnor Gentiles were the body of Chrift con- 
fiderably asa Nation; but onely in refpe& of converfion by the 
Golpell. Eph. Fp 6. Therefore the Jewes as Jewes are not 
of the body o | 
they be converted; andtherefore foare notthe Infants of the 
Gentiles neither ; and thus you-may fee your reafons, of pro-> 
ving Infants inthe Covenant to faile you, and theretore your 
next confequence will iurely fall, which is this, that Infants 
ought now to be baptifed, as then circumcifed. ; 

irft, Elfeshe Covenant were ror the fame, nor lnfasts in it, 

I an{were no more; it 1s not the fame in refpect of the naturall 
relation to Abraham, as I have fhewed and therefore. Infants not 
in it em Si: 

Secondly, you fay ifthey have thething: and {ubftance, they 
cannot be denied thefeale and circumftance, if the firlt grace, 
then the fecond. confirming. 

Lan{wer true, when they nianifeft:that they havethe thing 
and fubftance , ‘or any other can manifeft it for theny. then let 
them have the feale and circumftance ; and furely none.can for-. 
bid water, why they fhould nog. be baptuled, when they are 
Knownce to be in the Covenant. | * 

| Thirdly, 


Chrift, and confequently their Infants till 


| | 
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i Thirdly, you fay, /f by vertwe ef this word of God to Abraham / 
be thy God, andihe Goa of shy fecd, Infants are incladea, andthere- 
fore of old nd tire {ame promises be continned inthe [ame 
erorhe Gentiles; the Gemsles Infants ae al,o tn it, bus the first 
_, Lantwer, that the fame promifes are not continued in the 
‘famie {tare to the Gentiles who, are not <@érabams children by 
‘Natural! relation. nor yecis 1tcon.inued to the Jewes, neither 
fecins their being inxshe Covenant by,anaturail relation cea- 
fed at the death ot Chrift, ac which time the commandement 
of Circumcifion eeafe4 alfo, and had the naturall relation held 
thenaturall feed within the Covenant fill ; then doubtlcile the 
COminandement had remained ftill touching the circumeifing 
Of that natutall {eed, for there isno more feaion fof the ceafing 
_ Ofthéone. then for the ceafing of the othet ; and if Circumcifi- 
on hadremained, then I {uppofe none would have pleaded tor 


 ghe'baptifing ot Intants ; but if the Covenant be ceaied touch- 


_ ing the naturall feét.then there isno Infants to be circumesfed, 

“for the Covenant ceaied at the death of 

Chrift touct all Att. 10.78. Gal.z 25: Eph. 2. 
14°15 Rom 11.20, thertore this is no proofe for 

Infants to be circumeited nor bapriied neither. 
thus Lhave done with your firft Argument; your fe- 

cond followes thus. 

inwe whole b 


ody of I{raclites as well Infants as men of yeares were 
Paptifed, and with the fame that ours is, thenlufants are now to 

be baprifed; asthen they were Nay in the whole body of Ifraclites [n- 
fants wer: baptsfed , and that h the fame Bapts[me that 


is. 
P T herefore Infants ate now to be Eaptifea asthen they were. 

__ lanfwer, this Argument is a fophif{meand lies not true in his 
forme ; for in the firft part of your Argument it appeares asif 

yotintended that the !iraclites were baptifed corporaily, as now 
— fince-Chrift the DifCiples of Chrift were: and in the fecond part 
of your Argument you tell us it is the fame Baptidme {pirituail y 
that ours is; Whereas if you had {aid {o in the firft part. then 1 
{ay'your Aniccedent would be too narrow to inferre the contfe- 
quent; and this rial manifelt by laying downe your A:gu- 
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ment in {uch a formeas it may agree with it felfe ; (for as it lies 


~ 


now.it agrees not wath it felfe.) 


_ _Fuirit, st.in the whole Body tof Ifraclites as well Infants as men 
ot yeares were baptiied, and with the fame Baptsime materially 


andtormally, that ours 1s; then Intants are now to _be baptted 


_as then they were. 
inghe whole Body of Iiraclites Infants were baptifed and 
that with the jame Baptiiine materiaily and tormally that ours 


is. [hertore Intants are now to be baptited as then they were. 
Who would not {ee firit that your 44mer were tale, the cloud 


andthe not being the fame Baptilfme. materially and for? 


mally chat ours is : and {econdly neither would the contequence 
tollow, becaute Intants were then baptifed; therefore Intants 


smutt now be baptiled, no more then becaule 4dam was not to 


~ 


eat of the Tree in the midit of the Garden ; therfore the eating 


of fome kind of truit by usis evill; or no more then this, in- 
tants were circumcited chen, therefore Infants mutt be circum- 


But tecondly, Iwill fupply your Argument in the firft pare 
with that which ts ex in the f¢coud pat, and then fee the 


torce and power of it thus: if in the whole body of Iftaciites as 


well Intants as men of yeares were baptifed, and with the fame 


Baptilme tpiritually that ours is; then Infants are now to bee 


as then they were. | 
Bur in thewhole Body of the [{raelites, Infants were baptiled, 
and with the {ame Baptif{me that ours is. 
 Afd now ! deny the contequence, and will fhew you how the 
_Antecedent is too narrow to interre the fame thus. 
That although God did by the mitaculous,waorking of his di- 

vine providence, grace and goodneife lead the People of Hracl 
through the fea dry , and drowned the # gyptians which were 
their enemies, and did alto affoord them acloudy Pillar.which 
was a defence from their enemies, anda guid to them in their 
way whither they were going , which mult be in the nature of 
the things contidaed as great a Sacrament, figne or token of 
Gods love in Chrift to that people. as Bapritime was to the Co- 
rinthians, and therefore called. Bapiifme : and (for no other 


reafon will it from hence tollow,that we fhould adminifter {uch 


ao 
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‘an Ordinanceas Baptifme is to or Infants without a command 


— 
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trom God fo to do:for this is the foree of your Argument; God 
did by the workeof' his providence baptiie the Inianis of firael 


“Apirrtually, Ergo we may by our worke without Gods command 


‘baptafe our Infants materially, ceremonially and formally ; and 


‘js this good reatoning? who fees not that God hath no innus, 


ibueahay by ‘his providence veftifie his grace asdargely es he wil ; 
‘therfore we may deviie means.to werfhip Godas latge as we wil, 
or may adminitter his means to whom we will; without any di- 
‘reGtion trom him: who ‘fees not ‘that there is‘no force 1n tuch 
‘fwanner of arguing ;-butit is abiurd and erronious {0 to realon ? 


hurdly, tneretore the purpole ot ‘to declare to the 


‘Corinchians that Ordinances would doe them no more good 
‘without taith and repentance, then Miracles (which w:te 
reat as Ordinances ) could doe the Iiraelites good tc prevent 
Juogements when they finned ; and that cheretore be 
‘@vamething tor thefe Corinehsto fecure tir poil siron 
ot thefe Ordinances:as 1t God without 
Faith in Chritt ; uchataith as. préferved thens trom: chote tins 
whach the Iiraclites com nitted:; the which faith it they had 
‘not, they were no more exeinpe trom Go.is dri pleature 
@nd ‘Judgments then} che flraclits were :and it Ordinances would 
‘fecure viveic-Coritiths then thote miracies would {ecure ther: 
but thefe Miracles did nor tecure them ; therefore tivefe 


mances cannot fveure you; bur you mutt have a better f-curity 
then this, namely, faith in the blood ot Chrift, whereby you 


are to be catried on ‘towards God in ail things as a People pro- 
‘fetiing and pragtifing the trath : “But his purpote 1s not to fhéw 
that rd mancés) ‘nainely Baptifme and che Lords Supper are 
required to be adminuiltred by thete Corinths co themtelves and 
to their Intants, though they do not believe in Chrift: becaufe 


‘then God did fuch Miracles to the "fraclites which did 


not believe, ‘which is'the fequell of this’ Argument compared 
‘with the proofe, as we fhall fee by the examination thereot ; for 


your firft proofe is this. 


You fay, Thar theother Ordinances there mentioned, ave the fame 


with ours ; they car the lame fpirisuall meat , and drank the 
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tile themelves and they Intants, and'both of them cat thie | 
Lords Supper, though neither of them:doe believe;becaufe then 
God led the Liraclites through: the Seadrie gave them the 
Cloud,and Manna, anu the Rock which ipiritually is the fame 
with ours, which notwithftanding didnot believe: thewhich ~~ 
thing chus laid open, | hope you wall not afhrme. 
| Secondly, | aniwerthcretore that you erre in calling them > 

( the. other Ordinances there mentioned ) whereas they are the 

thir Muiracies, whitch had you well weighed, you would not 
i havemade them he ground of your Argument for the juftify- 
ing of 2 practice as the baptifing of Infants is, 


-fourrhiy. betides if after the liraelites were entred into the 
Land.of Canaan,ohey were then neither baptifed with the clond 
noriea uor.agy other baptiime ; ‘then’ was not the baptifme 
which they had betoresm-the cloud and in the {ea an example of 
pradice'of Baptitme: but the firft fistrue; for they’ 
enti.c the Sea but.once; and" the cloud ceafed whem 
they ico: Canaan , neither can any fhew'thatthey 
baptited with any other Baptifme ;“theréfore-the Baptifine 
| wiuch they had before, isnot an example of perpetuall p actice: 
Fitculy. Baprifmes of different kinds depends upon different’ 
grounds, andareto be adminiftred upon different Subjectstor 
_ different ends. but the Bap<iime of the Cloud and Sea; and the. 
Baptif{me we have now are ot divers kindes; they depend up- 
on diffcrent grounds, and are to be admuniftred upon different” 

{ubjetts for difterent ends. 
Your fecond proof: you y, Otherwife the fries 
were not of force againft the Corinthians if they were not the fame Sacra: 
ments with ner the cantaine thar the Carinttians | 
be punithed with the like punifhmen , ed [be lhe 
Laniwer, denying the confequence; for although the Cloud 
and Sea, Mannaand the Rock. were Sacrarrents of the fame 

Chrft that Baprifme and the Lords Sup ver ‘they were 
not the fame Sacraments ; and futficeth to the ‘A 
pote, that the Cloud. Sea. Manta. and Reck, were as 
etectuall tokens of Chrift, and fo they were ia the nature of 

the thungs fimply coniidered)as and che Lords Supper 

| iS 


™ 

| 

| 

4; 

| 


d LA 


in the 


2. 
Ps 


A Confutation of 


is, though they were different Sacraments of the fame: Chritt 


 andnot the fameSacraments, and except they weredipt in wa- 


ter, anid did eat and drinke bread. and wine as we do, yee cannot 


fay they were the fame Sacraments with ours; and thus have 


1 refuted your fecond argument. 


third argument foilowes, which is this: 


"There ts ove andthe jame confideratsonof tbe firft fruits andthe lump 
the rect and Kur the firft fruits ard roote belseviig Ta- 
vents are holy maft b: Baptized, therefore Infants the inmp ana bran- 
ches ate holy and n.wft be Baptized. 4 | 

“I deny or fecond part of your argument, aflu- 
med out of the frit, vz. That believing Parents are the roote 
or firft fruites; neither doth, Sem.11.16. northe (¢r.7 14. 
prove any fuch thing; we wall confider of the places diftinctly, 
and firftofthe firft, in. Rew. 11.18. Itisfaid(peaking to the 
believing Gentiles) boaft not thy felte againft the branches, for 
if thou boaft thy felte thou beareft not the roote but the roote 
thee; nowif they bearenotthe roote but the roote beareth 
them, then they gannot bee the roote, and yet they ftood by 
Faith verfe the 20. and were but branches, verie 2r. this farit 


_ place is therefore abuted to make beleiving parents the firft fruits 


and roote, and their Infants naturally defcended trom them 
tobe thebranches » whereas beleivers are but branches them- 
{elves and fecondly, 1 Cor.7 14. doth prove no tuch thing 
neither, which as it neither ex prefleth roote nor firft fruites, fo 
hath it no {uch fence and meaning as that the holinefle of Faith 
+parents, fhould caute the holineffle in the children. 

But before exprefle my reafons of theexpofition, either ne- 
gative or affirmative. conceive it neceflary to obferve what you 
fay (on thecontrary you lay, yom /uppofe sr is miffaken whew expown- 
dedtebethe fame holineffe (poken befure of Infidels perfon fantlificd re 
the beteiver and further you fay, the Apo/tle Sheak.ng therefore ofa 
two-fold bolinef[e, the one(n 1)inthe thing it felfe butte amosbers mle, the 
other af the ching ic (elfe s¢ cannot but be finfullco 
Towhich an{wer, that Iwillnot contend nor gainfay any 
of this, but further you fay. . 

 Thatthe Apeftie [sith two things, thateo the jure allthings are pure, 
and fanttified ; therefore 4 beleiving hasband or wife may devel! wish a 


| 


~ . 


4 
bi 
i 
26 | 
ahh 
4 
| 
| — — 


Infants Batifme. 79 


Iu fidell yoake-fellaw , the fecond thing is , that by veriue of a beleivers 
grace, all his fruite is holy,anapartakersof the [ame fiate of grace, 
with him, wnleflethey doe by fome att of shisrs deprewe thomfelves of 
as Efan, Ilbmacl,oe. 

To which I anfwer, that the former of thefe two things, I 
grant. but che latter I wholy deny, that ic 1s any of the purpote 
ot 7 to {peake. | 

For firft. ic 1s the purpofe of ?4s/to conclude fucha holinefle 
in thechildren, as was inteparable to their very being. or elfe it 
would not have bzena futiicient reaton to have proved the fan- 
ctihcation of the unbelieving yoke-mate by the believer, and 
theretore to {uppote {ome Ad of theirs to deprive them of the 
holinctle there ipoken ot isa coarc&ted and farre fetch’s expoliti- 
on. 

Secondly, if by a believers ftate in grace be underftood the co- 
venant that 4rah «mand all believers doe poflefle by faith : then 
firft I fay, that nor //omael were never of it, Rem, 9. 8, and 
therfore could not by any Act of theirs deprive themfelves of 
it. 
Secondly, if chey were and deprived by fome A@ of theirs; 
then we muft tallupon 4 rmsinus of talling away which un- 
derftanding Chriftiansdoe utterly abhorre. 

Thirdly , then the being in the everlalting covenant of grace, 
and peace with God by Chrift, fhould be conveyed and deri- 
ved by naturall deicent. and not bythe Gofpell, whichis ab- 
furd and contrary to many Scriptures. em 1 16, 17. chap. 
ro. 17. Gallatbians 3 2. lob. 3 5. 1 Pet, 1s 23. lam. 18. 
fob, 1, 13. | | 

The firit of thefe Scriptures faith the Gofpell is the power of 
God to {alvation to every one that believeth ; whereas this po- 
fition {faith , thacfome are ; artakers of a ftace of vrace and 
vation by vertue of their parents. being in the ftate of grace, 
which is directly contrary the oneto the other: andall. the o- 
ther Sriptures. anid many more proves that Faith comes 
by hecring, and hearing by she word ef God. by which conyer- 
fion and regencration is wrought, by which .onely and 
alone we becom? Sons of God by adoption and grace;now ther- 
foreto fay that fome are of the fame by. 
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by.vertuefrom their parents is directly contrary» yeacontrary. 
tothe wnole Golpell of Chriit, Xm. 4.14. where the Apottle 
faith, it chey which be of the Law (thatis naturally defcended. 
and circumcited onely) be Heires : Faith is voyde and the. 
 promute (thac is, the whole Gofpell or Covenant ot grace) 15 
made ot none ettect. | | 
| Butif you meane by a State of grace iuch favour as it pleafed 
Godto beltow upon the poiterity of according io the 
| tleth whereby, (being circumciled) they were {egregated and di- 
ttynguithed to be potieiied ot Ordinances leading chem toChritt, 
was then.to come.abovejother neighbour Nations:! grant 
 thacithisdiltinction agvees to them, yet nevertheleile: to this 
 Ltay firft chagchis diftinction was taken away at the death of 
Chritt Ephef.2.14,15. tt. 10-28. 
neither-is purpote to conclude thefe chil- 
|| drex {poken Oty 1 Core 7.14, Within the Linycs ot fucha difltin- 
finit becaute the Lord in the ume of cine Law did accoinpt 
of childwen, inthevery cafe and conlideracion chat chete chil- 
dren were in, to bea polluted and teed, and to be puta. 
way) wath ‘théir, Mothers which members. or’ the 
Cherchiaccording to the Law, Fara 9. 2. 10. 3. Lheretore 
that Seate did not alow even while it latied children to be of that 
 ftaves when one of the parents were torreigners io the Church, 
thetetore much lefle hatii it any coniequence toconciudeit, {0 
alow when the State it telfe is nullityed, | 
| efThirdy,ia the time of the Law trom which this fuccesfive be- 


the ftate of. grace , is concluded to come the Protelite 
Jew was required to circumcile all his;males, 12.48. and 


‘péfhould be as one that wasborne in the Land, and it mutt bee 
that the were includ thee Malls, and did 
- enter into theftate with them ; there being no circumciiion, or 
ether Sacrament of entrance/appointed tor them, where: pon 
tt followeth that:there can beno Prefident or rule, no not in the 
time of the Law it felfe; thatever any one parent comming to. 
he of ftate.and leaving their maried yoke- mate,out did 
their feed of the famedtate, and the reafon was. becaufe 
the Law did injoyne the Profeliteto pofletle all of the ftate that 
| Wwere under his JurifdiGion by the authority of that Law which 
|. “required him to 8 aa all his males. a And 
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And therefore the ftate now which takes in upon Faith onely, 
and thereupon takes the husband which believeth and leaves out 
the wite which beleiveth not. and takes the witewhich beleiveth, 
and leaves our the husband which believeth not; can receiveno 
rule trom that ftate to take inthe children betore they doe be- 
lieve no more then the wife which then was brought into that 
{tate by the law ot the husbands being a Profelice , and Ieft out 
of this ftace untill time as they doe believe, 

Fourthly, the Apoftie {peakes indefinitly of their-Children 
young or old, which it may be, fome were 10,20 OF 30. yeares 
old; and it muft be contidered, that age doth not make them 
ceaie tobe Children in ration co thof: Parents, whofe chil- 
dren they are, and againe ir mutt be confidered, that ads pur- 
poie is not to ipeake of Chiidren in refpect of yeares, but in’ re- 
ipect of celacion only for ais Argument 1s an Argument of 


rojiavion. 


Now it 1s an abfardity of fuch a nature; asno body T thinke 
will owne to conciude. chac Children of 20 or 30 yeares old 
wi.ch arc apparently wicked, are holy in fuch a fente as by ver- 
tue of «ei arentsdtace in grace to be partakers of the ‘ame 
fta.e of grace wita him, -toas to be Baptized by vertue of this 

-Pheretore holynefle here cannot in the Apoftles meaning be 
{o underftood. n ither witlthe exception take’ it off, (#=.) un- 
lethe hey do by tome act of theirs deprive themtelves of it) as 

To which I Anfwer, that the Apoftle’ {peakes pofitivel 
ofa conclulion drawrnefrom the State of the relation 
can admit of no exception, which if it could, then will it 
bee of no abiolute validiry-to enforce the conelufion; and 
according to this Argument. if the ‘Children doe by forme 
A&t of thers deprive themfelves of their eftate in grace } 
then their Parents can have no lanétified ufe of their. unbelie- 
ving yoak mate though they have never fo muuch faith in them- 
felves ; whereascontrary to this the Apoftle {aith , to the pure 
all things are pure 7# 1. 15. without reference tothe children, 
therefore the childrens ftate in grace or'not i erace, addeth not 
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hor thing tothat parpofe. 
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Bitily, cherfore fay that the holineffe {poken ofhere, is fuch 


A Con faration of 


a holyneticas muft prove the unbelieving Parent fanctitied to 
_(orby) yoke-mate, bur it the Parents be not 
lawfully married, the grace ot the child (at it haveany though 
never to much) canno: prove the unbelicving Parenc tanctihied 
to. or by their believing yoke-mate: Now if any, fhall object, 
thatit cher Parents were not lawtully married, then were they 
-nothufpand and 

fame ground that the Corinthians did queftion the dwelling 


each to other: I aniwer: that upon the 


with their unbelieving yok-mate, upon the fame ground they 


did quettion their being lawtully hutbands and wives cach to 


which sfthey were not, allthe grace that can be ymagi- 


t.the Childrenjwill never prove the unbelicving Parent 


fanctitied to or by thtir believing yoke-mate, theretore the ho- 


here {poken of isnot a ftate of grace, neither inward nor 


ousward neither, feemg that aniwers yot the Corinthians {cru- 


_plesnor provesthethingin quettion bythem. 
_.|-. Sixely, therefore Lantwer pofitively, that the holynefle here 


{poken of is legitimacy, and the uncleancfle Bafterdy, and the 


reaton is partly becaufe an expofition hath force to prove 


thing 


he thing in question. and the other hath not; and partly be- 
caule {uch a holynet e 1s derivative from all Parents lawfully 


 amarried. and theother is not, (7fa/.2.15. and it muft befuch a 
holynefle asis derivative from all Parents lawfully married be- 
—caute one of the Parents being come to the Faith, and the argu- 
meat ftanding in the Children which were begotten and borne 
before, which therefore could net receiveany vertue fromthe 


| - faith of the Parents by the courfe of generation to have any ho- 


lynetle thereby derived unto them; Therefore it muft be {uch 
a holyaefle asis derivative fromall Parents lawfully married, 


and that is no other then Legitimacy, and that {uch an expoii- 


tion of holyn fle fo underftood hath force iufficient to prove 
_ thething in quettion, is cleare; becaufeif oneot the Parents do 
believe there can no obxection be made why Legitimacy 


 fhould not prove the unbelieving Parent to be fanctited to or 
bythe believing yoke-mate, whereas if there be mo children Le- 
gitumate, the queftion may leas at did with’ the. Corinthians, 


_ whether they were 


bound, as husband and wife, and 


whether 
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whether the unbeliever be {an@tified to the believing yoke- 
mate .yea or no : but taking it tor granted that they have Chil- 
dren each by other legitimate, itis then out of queftion; the 
couclufion then is, that there can beno fuch holynefie under- 
ftood of Children in this place of Past as by which they mutt 
be Baptifed ; and thus is your third Argumentrefuted. 
Your fourth Argument is this, /f Baprifme fucceed Csremmes/- 
onsher sf Infants were ce be Csrenmes(ed, Infants arete be Ba tifed; bat 
Bapis{[me fucceeds (ircameifion, therefore as Infants were to be 
cifed fo Lnfants are to beBapts(ed, 
To which I anfwer,I deny the confequence of the propofition 
for it doth not follow, becaufe Baptifme in a fente tucceeddeth 
Circumceifion, that therefore the tame {ubjects that were to be 
Circumcited then, are to be Baptifed now ; no more then this 
confequence, the Gofpell tucceedsthe Law, the Sons of 4ares 
were Minifters of the Law, therefore the Sons of 4ares are to be 
Minifters now, or no more then this, Baptiime fucceeds Cir-_ 
cumcifion, then if they Circumcifed all the Males fervants 
though they were men and had no Faith, then fothey are to 
Baptife them now; and io in reftriGion, alfo Baptiime tue- 
ceeds Circumcifion, Females were not tobe Circumcited then 
though they had Faith, therefore not to be Baptifed now : or 
thus ; the Lords Supper fucceeds the Pafleover.then if the little 
Children and fervants cate it, namely the Paflover, with the 
reft of the Family diftin@ly by themfelves ina houfe, then fo 
are little children and fervants to cate the Lords Supper with 
the reft of the Family diftinétly in one houfe by themielves 
now: and is this good reafon? and yet what ever objection can 
made againft any of thefe confequences. will lieagainft yours 
0. 
Secondly, I fay the body of the Jewith Nation were fubjects 
Circumciled according to the Law, even when Chrift died, yet 
thefame were not {ubjects of Baptifme according to the Got- 
pell untill they gladly reczived the word of God, 44. 2. 41. 
Thirdly, therefore I anfwer. thatas Baptifmé fucceeds Cir- 
eumcifion, fo doth the commandement of Baptifine fuéceed 
the commandement of Circumcifion, and the Subject com- 
manded to be Baptifed fucceed the commanded 
to 
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to be-Cireuucifed as therefore of old when perfons were to 

be Cireumested, they bad recourie to the commandement of 
 Carcumeition tor direction of themelves in the parties to be | 
— Lesrgumeiied.; 10 now ought weto have recourie to the com- 
 guaadement of Baptiime tor direction ot our felves in the par- 
tiesto be Baptifed. snow. therfore tor to have recourte to the 
commandement of Circumcilion, tor to have direttion in the 
parties to be Baptited, 1s not onely a tailing 1n method, order, 
and good decorum, but alio,cauteth a neceisity ot erring be- 
the commandg¢nrent of Circumcifion anu the comman- 
dement of Baptifine is of different fubjects ; and it we fhould 
take the parties tobe Baptifcd from the commandement ot Cir- 
.  cumention, then we muft Baprife none but Males. and that on 
the eighth day too; andthe Protelyte niuft all nie 
Males whether they have Faith or no, and the Females muft 
notbe bap. iled taough they have never fo much faith ; wheras 
-contrariwile the commandement ot bapuime requireth the 
baptifme of Diicipl¢s, and onely Difciples, andthat bothmen 
andwomen, 4447.28.18. 4.1, 2. 98.41. chape 8.12. 

chap. 10.47. Gal.3.26. 27.28, 29. and is the defcrip- 
tion ofa Diic: le, {ee Luke 25, 27> 336 | 
_ Bourthly, That which was the reaion of thechange of the 
Sa¢rament was thereafon of the change of the fubj.ct which 
Sacramentawas to be adminiftred unto, wheruponitfollow- 
eth, thai by thedame reafon that we take Infantsto be baprfed, 


'ntants were formerly Circumciied. by the fame rea 
Ht fon we may Circumcite them now, becaufe they Circumcifed | 
theern. and the queftion of bap:ifme ended, 
unteff> it fhould be pleaded, that Infants fhould be baptif*d and 


circunciféd both: Now if itbe abfurd to circumcite ‘atants 
now; notwithftanding they circumcifed them then, b-caufe 
‘Chrift is now come. who hath put an end to Circumcifion and 
allthe Ceremonies of the Law, furely itis no leffe abfurd to 
bapzite Infants now 1n relation to their circumcifing of them 
then, becaufe Chrifts comming doth put an end to the fubject 
alfo; and hath initituted another Subje& to be Baptifed, and 
arethofe believe in Chrift, and onely 
fe; and is the confequence of baptifme {ucceeding cir- 
|  @umeifiontakenaway. 
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Infants Baptifme.° 
And thus have I made a full anfwer to-yout difcourfe touch- 
ing (fants and now it remaines T fhould- make fome: 
aniwere to your difcourie touching the forme of the Church, | 
And firit you tpeake of Agreemenr in this, a=. That matter and, 
forme do cynp untem Chureh,( to which we deagrec) 
A:to you lay, That the matter a company of vifible Saints, pre- 
felling farch righteou{neffe of Chrijtand liveng accerdingly, 
To chis taniwer,that this definition agreeth not to Infants,. 
which you would make the fubye&ts of baptifmeswho are borne 
in finne, and are by nature the children of wrath, Pfad. 51. 5. 


Ey cf, 2. 3. | 
Secondly, neither doth it agree with the conftitution of the 
Jewith Church (which you make to bea patterne for ours, by 
bringing your grounds trom thence tor the baptifing of Infants) — 
| who never were required to make any fuch profeision at the 
time of their admiflion, as all the Churches fince Chrifts com- 
meg are; and all the Members added, or to be added, do whea 
| they are 2. 41. chap. 8. 12, 13. 37, 38-10. 47, EX. 
) So shen after you have fet down wherein we do agree, (as in- 
deed it were well if you did agree with your felfe init) then you 
7 makea Quere “Whether Bapt ifme be not the forme of it, and your an-. 
| {wer is Ne, and then you give your reafons of that denyall, and. 
| then you afhrme, Thar a C eveman: atted 1sthe forme; to all which 
I aniwer. firft in generall, that we are te dittinguith betwixt 
that which formeth and the torme which is formed, becauile. 
the forme of any thing according to the common and vulgar. 
aceeption of forme is that outward trame. fafhion. or figure that. 
the thing ha:h, wherby it 1s diitinguifhed or hath its denumi-. 
nation, and to apply it to the queftion in hand, the Church be- 
ing an Ailembly, the torme. fathion, or figure thereof is the re- 
Jation or ftate that every Meinber poffetieth from Chrift their 
King and common head. and ezeh with other, wherby every 


Law in othice or fervicé 1s communicable and executed ; 
fo then neither Baptifime nor a Covenant ‘is the forme of 


Church. but Bapcifme of believers isthe inftrumentall meancs 
by which the Ch 


Ot urch commeth to be made partak« rs oc ihae | 
forme which a hath, ‘and by it comes tobe a Church, 
| it : | 
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‘tifme is an effentiall| patt o 


the affaires appertaining to eternall life, butt 


thefecon pie 
"Secondly, I argue from the forme of baptifme, it being a dip- 

ping of the body into the water.and in that refpect calleda buri- 

all with Chrift, Rom. 6.4. Col. 2.12, betokening our deathand 


life is from that day, &c. in refpet of their. outward far 


A Confutation of 
and to have fucha name {etled upon it, and without which it 


canhavenofuchnameagreeuntoit. 


TheTnftrnmentall nicanes then of the being of this Church, 
both for matter and forme is by conient of love, ifluing forth 
from the Covenant of grace madein from one Lord through 
_ one Spirit, one Faith, one Baptifme: Epb. 4.4.5. and if any 
of thefe meanes be 


'sbe wanting, then fomething is wanting that 
caulei the Church to be; and except that want be fupplied, the 
Chutch can have no vilible exiftence or being, and trom hence 
the conclu‘ion arifeth,, that although Baptifme be not the 
forme, frame, fafhion, or figure of the Church, yet feeing Bap- 
ar the meanes conducing to the being 
of the vifible Church, yea andthe laft meanes too; That 
where true Baptifine is wanting, there canbe no true vifible 


€hurch. 
wherfosver true bapti{me is adminiftred accord- 
mW the will of Chrift revealed in the Scripture, there the true 

Vi 


le Church by that meanes,trnely conftitnted and inhi true 
It isthercfore called the birth of water, Foh. 3.5. Titus 3. 5. 
As therefore the birth which we receive from our naturall Pa- 


rents, is that by which we receive the beginning of eur natures 


being among the common ftate of mankinde in the affaires of 
this corporal life, even fo Baptiime being the birth of water, is 
thatwhereby we receive the beginning of our vifible being ‘in 
our Spirituall eftate among the Chure and Peo le of God, in. 

ve firft is true from 
the at baptifme. hath: with naturall birth, therefore: 
d y forceofconfequenceisaliotrus. 


As therefore the rifing out of the prave at the laft day asthe: 
beginning of our being bodily in the itate of glory, fotherifing. 


ouc of the water of baptifme 1s th- beginning of our being in the 
vifible ftate of grace, andthe beginning of our vifible 
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Thirdly, I argue fromthe end for which baptifineis appoin- 
ted, which amnogft other, is to umite them to the vifible body 
of Chrift, 1 Cer. 32.1 2. Gal. 3> 37. 28: Ep b, 4:5, 6. and to di- | 
ftinguifh them from the reft of the world which are not bapti- 
{ed as they are, Ce/. 2.12. compared 20. and fo Cireumcifion did - 
diftinguifh and denominate the Profelite Jewes fromwhat they 
were betore,and from all other Heathens &x.12.48'49-R¢9. 3.1.2. 

From whence! reafon thus; ifunionand communion with 
the vilible body of Chrift, and diftinguifhment from the reft 
of the world be the end for which baptifime is appointed, then 

whentoever it is adininiftred according to appointment, it muft — 
neeeMarily beconcluded to be fuch a meanes as is effeGtuall to 
accoiplifh the propofed end, and unlefle baptifme asa meanes 
be adminiftred to perfons which are believers, fubjects only ca- 
pable of {uch union, communion, and diftin@ion, {uch an cnd 
can no waies elfe be effeCted, and that way it may be and 1s; but 
the former is true by the ground before Jaid, &rgo the ‘latter is 
Fourthly, l argue from the Irreiteration of baptifme, it being 
to be adminittred but once, the Lords Supper often, in which 
re{pect baptifme isthe figne of our birth, the Lords Supper is 
the figne of our growth: baptifme is the Sacrament of our en- 
trance or initiation, the Lords Supper isthe Sacrament of our, 
continuance and conferyation in the vifible body: of Chrift; 
and therefore by the fame reafon that amas may be conceived 
to havea being in the vifible Church for a trme without bap- 
tifme, the figne and Sacrament of his birth, entrance ard: initi- 
ation, by the fame reafon he may havea continuance of his be- 
ing there without the famealfo, and fo conf prea baprifme 
needlefle: but bartifme is not needleflebut needfull, (being: a 
figne of our birth, entramce. and initiation) tobe adminiltred 
as a meanes of our vifible birth, entrance initiation or the 
beginning of our vifible being in the vifible body of Chrift - 
(which therefore in that refpectis called the birth of watery 
which thereby do vifibly enter into the Covenant of Grace. 

Therefore without baptif{me they have noe viftble being in the 
Church, and By stithey have: 

Fiftly, argue from of baptifme as it isa feale 
ABBY 1598 3 | the 
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the Cevenant, and fo confequently a part of the Covenant, an 
Ordinance of mutuall ingagement between God and man, 44, 
2.38. chap.22.16. 1 Cor. 13. even as circumcifion was an in- 
_gagemen to all the duties or Ordinances of the Law, Ga! 5. 3. 
_toas Baprifme an ingagement toall the Ordinances of the Got- 
_pell, which is therfore called Chrifts;bond or yoke, ‘Jad. 2. 3. 
badge or livery of his proteficd Dutciples, there 
being no ozher vilible Ordinance at. God appointed to pafle up- 
_ on perfons, to note out tt being in the Covenant betore this; 


frombencetreafon _ 
_ They that are baptifled upon profesfion of Faith havefealed to 
the covenant ,. & ate known thereby to belong co the covenant, 
andto havea vifiblebeing\in the fame, whereas they that are. 
not baptifed by vertue of profesfion of Baich by them made can- 
_ not by any Ordinance ot God be knowneto belong chereunto. 
But God hath appointed fome Ordinance to be adminiftred 
‘upon perfons which make) profesfion of Faith, whereby they 
be vifibly knowne to belong to the covenant of grace wher- 
 asothers that partake not thereof cannot be foknowne , and 
there is nothing bzfore Baptifme appointed {oto doe. 
Therefore Bsptifmeadmuiniftred to perions profesfing Faith 
and repencance, 1s it alone by which they may be knowne accor- 
ding to Gods Ordinance, to be in the covenant of grace, and to 
beof the vifible body of Chrift. 
| Eaftly, targue trom the Commisfion for Baptifine, ~7/4r.28 
18. giventothe 11. which was,that they fhould make Difciples. 
all Nations baptifing them,. where note that baptifing is a paris- 
eple tothe making of them, to bearethename of Difciples or 
| $hoilers in Chrifts {choole, hereupon the words of Chrift in 
Comunisfion, 4447.16.16. are, be shat Celieverh andis bap ifid 
be faved; Faith puts aman intothe State of falvation be- 
rich : Baptifme before men ; and a‘loone as they were Di- 
“iples and fo ftated a vifible aflembly, rhen.to teach 
them to obferye allthings whatfocyer he, had commanded then, 
 ver.19. wherenote, they were firftto be a Church of Chrift; 


Secondly, were to doe and obfcrve as a Church of Chritt, 
_ from whence 


| 
| 
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‘ 


ply of miracu 


planters of the new Teftament. did require Baptifme ; atid that 
only to be adminiftred upon pertons, as the laft thing to make 


~Ditciples or Scholiers in Chrifts {choole, ina vifible ftate of 


falvation, {eated inthe obfervation of all che reft of che Ordi- 
nances ot Chrifts Kingdome, then Baptiime adminiftred vpon 
thote which are firft caughe , isthat by which the true vifible 
Church is conftituced, and ftated in its true being :-but the for- 
mer appeares by thegroundbeforelaid Ergo, a 
Thus have I cleared and proved my polition, that Baptiime 
isthething orinftrumentand meanes torming and conftitu- 
ting of the Church, though it beenot the outward tafhion, 
frame, hgure, or forme of the Churchformed ; yet never:helefle 
becaule your Arguments feeme to lye againft the queftion thus 
{tated, I will confider themrin order as they lie; Firft theretore 
you fay, that which toa( burch muft be removed, if ibe 
Church ceajetebealburch, 

But Bapti{me cannot be removed from a Church, 

To which 1 an{wer,that it is as eafie to remove Bapti{me from 
a Church, as to remove a Church frombeing a Church. 

Secondly.you lay thar nhich being wanting te « Chu ch conftituted, 
deti st 10 be xo Church, that cannot be she forme of the Church, 

But may be waniing ina Church confintuted, and yet it bea 
Church as circumesfontethem Evgo, 

Antwer. dcny the fecond propofition. namely,that Bzpt‘fine - 
may be waning ina Church confttituted, becaute it is corftitue 
ted by Baptiime, as we have prov d before, neither will, /ofbma 
5 helps you herein, che cafe of the Iiraelites being extraordina- 
ry, having ipeciall difpentation from God himatelfe. in the fup- 
ply of miraculous Sacraments inthe cloud and Sea. Mannaahd | 
the rock 10.7.2.which God gave them while their travailes. 
neceflarily required the forbearance of circumcifion . and the 
Pafleover,which if fuch necesfity had not been. would not have 
beene difpenced with, but the parties fo negle€ting fhould have 
been cut off, Gen, 17. 14. If it be replyed they were members of 
the Church of Ifrael. vet not circumcifed : therfore we may be 
members now though not baprifed. I deny the confequence, 
unlefie that can fhew the like cafe and prefident of the fup- 

ous Sacraments, to ferve in theirroom; wh se 
| when 
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Confutation 


when they can, we will then grant that thofe new meanes from 


God may ferve to effect the fame thing, whith till then we muft 


be 
_ Chuteh conttituted by baptifing of believers in ordinary cates, 
fay, That which but an adjantt 10 a thing cannot be 
the forme of | 


queftion, as I haye ftated it, becauie that whichis but an adjunct 


cantented with 4 rule of his Word, namely, to have the 


but Baptifme is but an adinnti of « Church : Ergo. 


To which ¥ anfwere, this argument lyeth not againft my 


may bea meanes of forming and conftituting of the thing to 
| which itis adjoyned: fo Baptifme being adminiftred upon be- 


lievers, may bea meanesto conftitute and forme them.intoa 


i true vilible Church-ftate. 


Fourthly, you fay, That which isthe feale of the Covenant, cannot 


be tke forme of the but Baptifme isthe feale oF the Covenant, 
4Ergo. | 


'Towhich I anfwere, That which is the teale of the Covenant 
may bea meanes to conftitute and put the Church into an out- 


_ ward vifible form, for the which I have {poken fomwhat before 


ties fake. 


inthe 5. Argument : >i which I referre the Reader for brevi- 


Fifthly, you fay,7bat which remaines whens man is xe Charch- 


| member and s3 nt te be adminifiredte reft.re himamo Member{hip, that 


canner be the ferme of the Charch. 


But Baptifme remainés when a man isno Church-member, 


| 
7 


Ergo. Wea 
Tasthich Lanfweridenying the aflumption, but yet becaufe 


_ many feeme to ftumble at this argument moft, I will indeavour 
amore fatistactory aniwer. 


That by whicha pice efleth Chrift with, is that onely 
which he truely profefie 


th Baptifmeand Memberfhip with 
whereupon it tolloweth, 


e¢ Church aad body of Chri 


bs, that uponthe fame reafon that any perfon is difpofletfed of 


Memberhhip with the Church, upon the {fame reaion he muft 


cBncluded to be difpoflefled of Chrift and of Baptifme alfo, 


andthe reafonis becaufe he isto be concluded deftitute of all 


the ends for which Baptifme is appointed, yea and the grounds 
alfoupon which it is adminiftred ; in that he poffefieth not . 


Chritft 
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_-Chrift, he poffefleth neither ground of B 
therefore no true being of Baptifmeitielfe. 
As for the reftoring of a. perfom to @Memberthip. we*are co 


he poflefica Chrift at. firft, and by which he had mght to; and 


ing from. God, unlefle and untill the f 


Infants Paptifm | 


aptifme, nor énd, and 


note that repentance is but an of the tame faith by which 


pofiefled Baptifme in deed, and in truth, though 1edid feem, o- 


which it he repents not, aud fo hath no fuch effect ot faich ap- 


pearing in him, by which hedid apprehend Chrift atfirtt, then 
atdoth appeare that henever did poflefle Chrift the gro. nd ot 
Baptifme, and copfequently not Baptifime in its) true being: 
for though men may deceive themfelves, and may deceive other 
men like themfelves, yet they cannot deceive God; whole Ordi- 


nance it is, and upon whom Baptifine andall otherdivine Or- 
ances havetheir dependance, who hath ordained: thatonely 
i¢vers fhould be baptifed, which if therefore men-have ‘ne 
faith, fliough they pretend to have faith, then havethey norighs 
to Baptifme betore God, who knoweth them tg be deftitutecf 
faith. Yet becaute they feeme to men to whom the powersef 


therwile to us whiles error or fin did appeare to. be. predominate 
in him;which repeatanee is that by which heistobereftor’d.to — 
€ommunion with the Church againe after Excgmmunication, 


fuch adminiftration is committed, to have faith, they therfore _ 


are bound to baptife them; yet hath this baptifme notrue 


and in truth, as they feeme to do by their profelsion. 


no right to baptifme, and fo baptifme had no trué being in him, 
although he feemed to have faith, or elfefecondly heis:abelics 
ver, when Excommunicate, and hath Chrift and baptifme inats 
true being, although now through the p alency: of <errori or 
linnehe feemed.to haveno faith. i: <2 of me 

Thereforefrom heaceit folldweth; that asa‘ lketh from 
his{taith, he fallech from:his bapti{tne too, and.as he feturnes to 
his faith fo he returnes to his baprifmeagaine alfo; then it he 
{eemeth to fall from:his:faith and doth it not really» then: fo 
bos 


wile 


~ 


iesdo believe in deed 


Byall which it doth appeare plainly, that in every Extomms. 
nicase perfor, there is aneceflary and ynavoydable miftake of him 
firft or Jaft, either therefore firft he was no believer, and io had 
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whence lreafon,asa man cleaveth-to his baptifme fo 
 dhecleaveth to the Church which. 1s -conttitured ‘by it, ‘but asa 
aman forfakes his Baptifmefohecforiakes'the Church. 
htethar forfakes the groundand ends of baprifme forlakes 
baprifnae-which is adminittred upon thofe grounds, and apoin- 
beconcluded to remaine when a‘man 1s no 
Church: Member indeed and in truth. 
Secondly Drteafon, he'that returneth to his baptifme, return- 
hethatreturneth-totheerounds and ends for which it is 
| @ppointed.and upon which it is adminiftred, returneth to 
ofits true being. Ergo 
to baptifine returneth to the Church | 
 « have Idone with the negative 
eome'to theaffigmative, firft therefore you fay, 
betweene Ged anda company of believers tobscome one 
| | | and avethers , and th bike themfelves is the forme of 
anfwer, that the Covenant of God makes the 
_ Church, I grants but that any can be concluded to have an out- 
ward being inthe Covenant of the Gofpell now in the time of | 
Gofpell without baptifne, is it which I deny, and require 
you.to prove; having formerly proved the contrary. 


- 


ents, and now I 
That an 


whereas ‘you {peake'o a company of believers acting a 
€ovenant to become one anothers amongft themfelves to 
by the fame reafon, that ifaCove. 
maneatted to becom one & anothers amongft themfelves,thould 
Church without being baptifedfor the pre- 

| famerreafon they may reécine the forme of the 


»withoutalltheadminiftrations of the Gofpell forthe 
 feture, which I conceive would beabfurd to affirme. 
Secondly ,ncisher isthere any-watrant that God hath 


4 
. 
4 
a 
4 
4. 
{ 
q 
% 
4 
me 
wa 
« 


tedimon anyfuch covenane for.any {web end, and thetrefore{o 


Jnfents Baptifme. 


inventions in Gods worfhip are plaine {uperftitions and tat 


breaches: of the fecond conimandement, Thon jbalt not makeiosbhy 
| 


felfe,Gee 


“And therefore if it be the forme of the Church, i mut pods q 
as 


be aSupartiitiogs Church, which is formed by fic 
- Thirdly, a Coveriant acted by believers to. become one and 
anothers athongft themfelves, may be wath ignorance both ot 
the nature and duties of a true Church, as is proved by. the 
efuppolition of it to’be the forme of the Church without 
[apeilines how then fhould it be the forme of the Church, for 
if they be ignorant that the vifible Church muft fubfift of bap- 
tifed ones; how can it beavoyded, but that they are ignorant:ot 
the nature of Spee viftble Church? and being ignorant of the 
nature thereof; they are neceflarily ignorant of thedutiesthere- 


of: for if they conceive that perfons fhould be imployed- in the 


fervices of relation in the Church unbaptifel, then, they beig- 
norant ofthe duties the Church, 
fervices of relation muft flow from the vilible union and relati- 
on in baptifme, 1 (or. 1 


Gal, 3. 26,27. Fph.5. 16. CORMME2.20. compared chap, 2.1.2. 


3. chap. 12.13, Rem. 6.3, 45 5. 


Heb, 10. 22, 23. 24, 25. ther 
But let us examine your proofes, you fay Firf, if Kingdome 
of Heaven thas esthe thar wenewhave. bethe fame shat 


the lewes had, then what was the forme of i that 1s the ferme of this. 


To which I anfwer, that if the Church-ftate we have now. be 


‘not the fame with theirs, then the forme of that is not theforine 


of this ‘ and then your ar t is grounded upon anif; that is 
upon nothing: butthe Church-ftate we have. now» is noi the 
famie that the Jewes had, that being conftituted. of a natural! 
feed, according to the courfe of a naturall generation, this being 
conftituted of a Spirituall feed according te Gods gracious et- 


te 
fectuall working by the powerfull'preaching of the Gofpell by 


Spirituall regeneration, 44. 3.41. Erge 
Secondly, whereas you faid little Before, that a Covena: 


aQ 


todo is wall-worfhip; vanity, the invention of man, and mens — 


ore it cannot be the forme of 
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atted by believers to become one anothers.amongft themfelves 
at ye — the torme of the Church, and then argue trom the State 
|] t 
; therefore furcly tends to overthrow your felfe,and 
t@atgoefrom your proofe to overthrow your principle. 
Butyau fay, That cheforme of the Church_fate was |uch « 
by yon aboveexpreffed, thes you cleare by 4. particulars as 
thes entrance inte it with ~Abrabam and his feed, was bya 
psfbleand ont ward Covenant, into which Reprobases afwell as Elett were 
adenitred, and Eiaw.Gen. 17. and Corcumeifien was not 
the Covenant but'ataken OftheCovenant,ver.11 
~tBirit anfwer, this proues notthe forme of the Church to be 
iuelva Covenant as is by you above exprefled, aéted by a com- 
believers to‘become one and anothers amongft them- 


» Now Abraham was but onc believer, and //bmaell 
|. he which entred ‘him, you inftance’to be a Re- 
Secoridly, Tantwer that Circumcifion was not only ‘atoken 
ofthe Covenant) buc apart of the Covenant it felfe, being that 
whereby the parties circumcited were bound to keepe the 
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is my Coveriant let every Mapaphild be circumcifed, and ver. 
is borne in and he that is bought with 
‘ehyamoneys matt needs be circtimcifed, fo thall my Covenant 
be in your fleth : but the, uncitcumcited Man-child, in whofe 
.  |tlethehéfore-skin is not citcumcifed. even that perfon fhall be 
| his people. becaute be hath broken my Covenant: 
_ | thereforethe* Covenant here {poken of was fuch as was entred 
intebby and norfuch as was acted by acompany 
of believers té become one and anothers ainongft themfelves to 
\betheformeofthe Church . 
Butyouswouldfeeme to cleareit by .a fecond particular (vaz) 
(Barshe was by Deut. 29-10. 


people. Deut £26.'17, 18. wether couldcircamesfien be any 
grediem here, Cceanfe they bad nor crrcumered axy of 40. yeares ever 


: 
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Jewes to prove this forme whieh neverdid forme them-. 


vos.;) for abraham and his feed, Reprobates afwell as Elect 


whidle Law, Gal. 3. and thereforeGod faith, Gen. 17,10. This 
e 


avotched God be their God, and God avenched they 
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Infants Baptifme. 


fuce they came out of Egypt ; wor did they citewmeife any 


sillafierMo- 


{es and Jofhua, bad brought them through lordan.ime the Land ef Ca- 


To this I antwer, thatthis covenant which was.now eftablith- 
ed, with the people of Ifrael inthe plaine of 446.4, was the 
{ame covenant which was made with *6ram; /faac, and jacev, 
13+ which they entered into with God. in the behalte of theta- 
felves,and their pofterity by being circumcited, Ges. 17.10, 1%, 
12, 13,14 compared 23, 2.4,25,.26, 27, e44.7, 8. and cherefore 
being in the covenant before, they did not begin to.be a Church 
now, and therefore this eepnect not that a covenant acted bya 
company of believers to become one and anothers, fhould be it, 
that fhould conftitutethemtobea Churchnows,. 
Secondly, whereas you {i neither was csrcumcifion Axyingredi. 
ext bere, becanfe they haa any. af yeares, abiwer, 
I conceive notwithitanding, that circumeifion was an ingredi- 
ent in their parents who thereby entered intoa Covenant for 
themfelves, and thefe children even asthe covenant here {peci- 
fied, did co mprehendthe pofterity tocomesver.ts. 
Thirdly;:, the cafe of the ifraclites wasextraordinary, having 
{peciall difpenfation from God, in the tupply of miraculous 
Sacraments» and fignes of his grace as meanes of manifeftatipn, 
in {peciall.of the teftification of the.covenant, as leading them — 
through the red Sea dry, giving the clondy pillar by day, afid the 
Pillar ob hire by ide and detend them mitaculoufly, 
caufiing their clothes and thoes to remaine futable to theirbo- 
diesandfeete, without new fupplies, and without waxing old, 
who were fed miraculoufly without bread. even by 
water out of the Rock,that they mightithercby Knowthat he was 
the Lord their God, Dest. 29.5.6, Whiles their’ travailés ne 
ceflarily required the forbearance of Circumcifion, and the 
Pafleover which necesfity. if it had not becn ; it fhould not have 
been fodifpenced with: Numbers 13. Gen, 17-14. which né- 
cesfity, it cameto pafle by. Gods commanding them. 
journey in the Wildetgeile, thercfore did in the roome of Cir- 
euncifion-fer thattime, fupply with fuch miraculous Sacra- 
ments which.are no rules in ordinary cafes, as may appeare by 
their ceflation afloone as ia cams into the Land of 
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afd’ the Pafleover,/o>. 5. wherefore in otdinary'cales cireumci-. 


 fion was the diftin@ion of Jew and Gentiles; and the meanes of 
confticution of the' Church of Ger 20. 11,12 
2. AGL 7, 8) Rom Bxeki44.9. 11. 
16.1. 3. Rom. 2. 25,265 27, 28) 29" chap. 3.30. and4. 
ae Lpnef 2. It. Phil. 3. 251355. Cely2.t 3. 1 17.36 
it followeth that although the Church of 


were a people in covenant with'Gdd.yer the way of entrance in- 


to this covenant vifibly. and {othe conititution ofthis:‘Church 


was ordinarily circumeifion. Therefore as a covenant acted by a 


@emipany of beffevers to become one afid anothers, wasnot the 
forme ot that Church then, buta {peciall communication ot 


Gods by circumcifion ordinarily, with the whole 


Natiofitbelieversarid* Infidels, and whofoever of any Nation 


that would be circumeifed, and come to lernfalemto worth P; 


-muchileffe hath it any'‘confequence to proveitfonow. 


by which you wonld cleare st, is by the 


| Tewes, renewing them(elves after fome A piftaey,2 Chron. 15. 12, 13 
34. 30. 31- Neb, 9.'38.'t0- From whence you reafon. 


That without wh 


they could wor frand right Church-eftate, 


forme af the Church, butwithout thevencwall of their cover 


i 


mart they could not fpand inn tight and pure Church-Eftate. 
Tanfwer; that the Jewes made a covenant 


to feckethe God of their Fathers, grant; that they did well in 


| | fe doing. I grant alfo; but they could not be in a Churcheftate 
ted without {o doing 1 deny. and you have not proved’, and I will 


| contrary 


§ forme of a Chur 


becaufe they were the Church of God 
efore. Secondly.that which wasnow renewed had a being be- 


fore, and thémaking of this covenant was but animating.and in- 


them to doc that which they were ingaged, and bound to 
before by their circumcifion , Gl. and. therefore as 


of their cov-nant. is not by your Argument proved 
to bethe forme of the Church; then much led hath ivany con- 
{equence. to prove thata covenant acted by a com 


y of be- 
is the 


fievers to become one and anothers 
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from 
That which being taken awaymakes them ceale tobe ( burch, that is, 
she forme of she Churehs but the.diffeliing of the covenant is the making 
That the taking amapef the covenant maketh shim cease to bea Church 
you fay, iscleare from Zach. 10; 24. -Whence'ss was prophefied 


off andfromthe New T eflamentswhenee it isfoemedhow it is accomplifh-— 


ed after the death of Chrift, head. 


To which l.anfwer, firftthatthe covenant of graceiseternall, 


the things thereof remaiming unthakeri:the Kingdom that comes 
by it cannot be:fhakeny: Heb.13:.27, 28: the Ordinance of Ba 
tilme which belongs untoat,the fruit and benefit of it 1s seenalt 


the Church which is conftituted by it is never. diffolved, 


but remaines to all eternity to be adnuniftred onely to be- 
lievers, e4&.8.: 37. And 
{hall never die, fobn 31. 26. 
Secondly, as the taking away the covenant makes the Church 
to ceafe : {o it onely: proves the covenant to be the ground of the 
Church, and the Church only to have a being; as it is Rated up- 
on that ground, andthatis in particrpating inthe covenant, and 
not otherwife : nowthe queftion being ot the vifible‘Church, 
then there muft needs pation of: the covetiant, 
or otherwile there canbe no vilible being; now.there was no v1- 
fible:participation of the covenant ‘madewith the people of J/- 
rael,, beforethe comming of Chrift. ordinarily, and By ordi- 
nance before circumcifion;. nesther there-any ‘vifiblé partici- 
pation of the covenant: fince Chrift..by order of appomtment 
without, or before Baptifme : therefore crcumcifion then,and 
Baptif{me now muftbe it.by which they are coniftituted, or con- 
cluded to have avifible being inthe covenant pate cotifequent- 


ly the Church to‘haveavifible being, in refpeG of this vifible 


participatiog in the covenant, whesgupon it followeth . that if 
the:covenartt be diflolyed. or ceafeth, op be taken away, needs 


muft the circumeifion'or baptifme, whichis the ordinance of 
participatien be diflolved,. ceafe, or bee taken away, whereby 
their relation on beinga vifible member doth 
Now then: f{ecing that: the covenant which.was before 
4 | } 1S 


Butthefourth particular by which youswould ‘clearcit,# 


Chrift faith in bie 


™ | 
| A Confutation o 


| did cermonially lead to Chrift and isin that refpeddiffolved. 
¢eated and taken away; then circumicilion by:which pertons had 


participa ion thereot isaltodiflolveds:ceafed and taken 
@way, and to confequently the vitible Church of the J ewes ceat- 


was prophecied, Zch.11. 10.14. and wasaccomplithed at 


 thedeacth of Chrift at whichtime the'partitiomwall was bro- 


1 ken, Att, a. 4I ‘IO. 28. Ephe 2;1 3» PO” 


Andalto. feeing covenant finceChrift is ratified by the 


BF death and bloud of the Lord Jefus the Teftator, cannot be re- 


Moved, dillolved, ceated:and taken away (as you your felfeat- 
firme in your third propofition's:and fourth period) then Bap- 
tilme adminiftred upon bélicvers, : by: which :they: have :vilible 
Parcicipation thereof, €annot be removed; diflolved, ceafed, and 
 Thertore the true vifible Church now in refpect of the ground 
of it. cannot bereméved, diflolved. ceafe,or be taken away. 
_ Onely two exceptions need explication: firft thetrue Church 
posfibly dicsand none furvive them in the fame vilible ftate: 
the true vilible Church may be removed, diffolved;ceated, 
| Pine Pom if 
Secondly. perfons may feemetobe, andnot be true members 
ofthe true vilible Church, -whichft afterwards may fhew them- 
felvesotherwife, andiothe Church may cedies 
|. Tothe firft I anfwer , that the. ceflation of the Church by 
death is but onely to our outward view forto our Faith it.isno 
-more.ce&fed, then their relation fo the. covenant is.cealed , and 


‘theirelation which the faithfull have ini, and to the covenant 


when they.dic doth not ceafe;, no morethen the covenant it 
felte, whereupon fuch a relation is grounded doth , which 1s as 
firme as God himfelfe the maker of the covenant is. _ 

Secondly.as the outward view of the Church ceafeth,{o the out- 
ward view of their relation co the Church by: Baptifme ceafeth 
alto. by which they had vifigle parricrpation ith ape body ot 
‘Chrit and therefore chis. exception hihders not. Bat that the 
truewifable Church of the New Teftament Confticuted by the 
ofbelievers, by which they. have-valible. yparticipati- 
on cannot beremoved. difldlved, cbaled ortaken: away. 
Lanbven thatsthe covenant: 
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| Infants ‘Rapti/me. | 49 
“properly be faid to be dificlved, oz taken away from fuchas only 
deemed to be inthe covinant, and werengcindecd andin truch 
init, but when they manueltrhemislves to, bee what they ares 
they doe declare thacthey never were in covenant with Chritt 
atall, and therctore the diflolving of the Church , in of 
hypocrites, is notby dulolving or taking of the covenant froma 
| them, butby-dilceveringot themte be fuch as never had any true 
right to Baptiline, which therefore hethnaw. no true being in 
them, and confecuently were never in the covenant, 1 leha2 19. 
From all which it doth appeare that the covenant (no not of 

9 God himfelfe) cannot be theforme of the Church, but enly 
rf the ground whereupon the: Church is ftated, and itis conftitu- 
| ted by participation, and vifibly by vilible participation , and 
7 that is onely Baptifme, and the continuamce in the Church, is 
the continuance of the manifeftation of the fame participation, 

' poffefled by Baptifme, therefore Baptifine of believers is the 
if conftitution of the vifible Church of Chritt. | 
Bs Buc fromchefe 4. particulars, you argue, That if an entward Ceve- 
want was the forme of the Charch under the old T eftament, then ie it the 
rthe new Teftament: But the former is true, 


forme of the Churches unde 
To which lan{wet,denying both antecedent and confequent alfo ¢ 
Ff for ifthe Covenant of God himfelfe is not the forme of the Church | 
a} of tcheold Teftament ( but only the ground upon whichthe Church 
4y . was ftaced }much leffe can it be faidthat an outward Covenant acted 
people of Ifrael , acompany. of them to become ons aud 
thers, is the form of the Church : but leaft of ail doth it prove fucha 
thing to forme the Church now : But the fermer is manifchted by 
Your arguments from the new Teftament fellow, Firft,but you 
further prove it from the new Tefiamen™, you fay ftom eA¢as. 13. 
90. That.it is. acompany vot bapsifing themfelvesout gathering themfelus 
in bis name , wheres the ward wied dosh properly and commeanly 
figrifiea Church afembling or as Feh,20.19. Ab. 4.316 
3.44.8 14.27. 1 20.8.2 5.8. 
To which anfwere, that though it be a company mot baptifirg 
themfelves, yet donone of the Scriptures prove that acempany of 


unbaptifed perfons have this 4 vifible Church given 
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~ have formerly proved : but chat a Covenant acted by any to become 


t 


© them: and therfore the affemb inz of perfons meerly is not the 
C ante of that d¢nominationin theScripture fences but when their 
Biptifme is the caufe of their aflembling, wherby they do affemble, 
inthe name of Chrift , in whofe name they are Baptifed , that isthe 
reafon why the Seripture affords them the denominatios of Chrifts 
trne vifible Church; for they weve the aflemblies of D.fciples, and 
Difciples were a'l Buptifed,being fick taught, Job.4.1.2. AZat.28.18, 
You fay, Looke what makes a member of a Churchto be a member, or 
nemember, that makes a (burch to be Church or no (burch: and 
that the forme of it, there ss the [ame reafen of the whele that efevcry 
3 
But the making,or difmembering or reftoring of a mombers by 4 Cer 
wenant ,(alted,to become one and anothers) 56 4.6. 
To which anfwer, that che Covenant ot Ged 1s the ground upoa 
-whichcthe Church and every member therof is ftated, [ grant, and | 


one and arothers amongit'themfeives, thould forme the member or 
‘Church either is by me denyced; neither doth Efay 56.4 6 prove any 
fuch thing, for it only faith, The Eunuches that take hold of my Co- 
‘venan?, and the Aftranger-that embraceth my Covenants, that is, were 
Circumeifed, and performeth the duties which they were bound ro 
‘performe by Circumcifion, Gal. 5,3. fhould have a place in bis houfe, 
‘and not by a&ing a Covenant to become ene and anochers, and neg. 
‘le@ting of Circumcifion, ian 
You fay Thecomparifon is of Church with a candlefiick Rev. 1. 
22.20. looke what ws the forme of a candleftscke,the [ame by prepertion ss 
| the ; asthe matter fignifies the matter of a Chnrehpre- 
Bas of acandlefickeis the jayning toegether the [baft and the 
branches, which fignifies (hrift and many membersunitedtogerber whieh 
dannos be but by agreement or Covenant, 


~~ To which I anfwer, I grant the comparifon and the propor- 


tion alfo but that this cannot be but by an. outward.aereement 


orcovenaritacted by acompany of believers to become one and 
anothers themfelves, is the thing that -§ deny,;. for 
Wier may be united to Chrift by faith and baptifme, and fo 

ated in the Covenant of Grace,and members of the vifible 


Church proportionably, like as the forme of a Candl¢ftick Ns 
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prehurehing of thems be by diffolving of the Covenant andtheir fellow(bip 
gste 


ou fay, If the removing of the Candleftick, and fo the 


Jnfants Baptifme. 


the joyning tog-ther the fhaft and the branches. 


Fourthly, 


ach. 11.10 24. by difipstion, them that was the forme 


of st. 
removing of the Candleflickisthe diffolving of she Cevenant and 
their fellow{bip thereby astothem by dsfipation, Zach. 11.10.34. 
Thevefere that ws che forme of it. 
To which | anfwer, deaying che fecon1 propofition, becaufe the 
everlafting Covenant of che new Teftament effadlifhed by the blood - 


“@fChrift, canmot be fhaken, removed, diffolved, but remaineth for 
ever, Heb, 12.%7,28. 13 20. and therefore the Covenant upon which 


the Church is tated , now doth differ from that which was before 


—thecomming of Chri, upon which the Iewith Charch was ftated 
deeing that was diffoluble, but this is undiffoluble, 276.8. 13.and 


there'ore their K agdom of heaven was fhaken and taken away, Zae. 
11.10.15. Heb. 26,27,28. Mat. 21.43. Hagea 7. and this 


Kingdome cannot be fhaken and taken away in tefpe@ of the 


nd and folndation upon which it is built, Heb, 15-28. A4et. 16, 


And as for the removing of the Candichticke; and fo the unchurch- 


igtheof them,'t is only by adifcovety or laying open,or manifelta- 


ion of a people to bee void of any participation of the Covenai.t 


. which formerly they profeffed, were cfteemed, and had a name to 
‘aves 1 Aev. 31. and not the Or taking away. 


Fa Covenant frow them, which once they hadand injoyed, much 
efle is it the diffolving che outward Covemant, eed by a covenant 
'f believers, to become one and an others amongft themfelves; The 
wichurching of them, which as the acting of its will-wo:thip, aud © 
.0 of dinance ef God, and fo the church fo cc nfticuted meeriy Anci- 


|. hriftian, (0 the diffoiving of fach a Covenant cannot be the unchur- 


ing of any true churches; becanfe lefts Chrift hath no Churches, 
& true vifible being fo conftitured, 


FINIS. 
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H AT the old Covensat is one and the fame as well be- 
tweenk thetzme of Abraham aad Moles 4s between 
thetime of Mofes aad Chrsft, p4ge2>4- 
Thetypicall nature of the old Covenant wish the ceffation 
thereof. defersbed. page, 
«That the Covenant now fince Chrift is not the fame that was 
“be forewith Abrahams pofterity 
| “page 12.%4,15,16, 17,18, 19. 
4 Thasthe grace of Godis never the more ftraitned, but in- 
derged to our feed after sheficlh, thoughtbey be mot inthe Co- 
vemant now a5 they are our feed according tothe 
Thatthe circumcifiing of Infants, mor yer the Old Covenans 
| bath no confequence to prove the bapsifing Infants. 
21, 22, 23524, 29-30. 33, 3 
srmevifible Churches in thetsmes of the Gofpell, 
35> 37> 38s 39s 405 413142 
Th Covenant sited to become one and anothers amon 
thems felwes canner bethe forme of the vifible Church. 
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